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 Ngakawau Community Centre 

30a Main Road, Ngakawau  
Phone 782 8276     

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz 
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TEAM WATSON MAKES PROGRESS ON ALTERNATIVE CHARMING CREEK WALK 

Following approval from the Department of Conservation’s West Coast Director, a group of 
Northern Buller residents is forging ahead with plans to redirect walkers over a new section 
of the Charming Creek  Walkway, avoiding dangerous rockfalls which have plagued the track 
on the southern side of the Ngakawau River since 2019.  “TeamWatson” was formed        
following the CAN-B Momentum event in November 2024 and rapidly grew after a public 
meeting was held earlier this year to discuss the track’s ongoing closure.  The group has a 
current mailing list of 71 and its Watson's Mill Tramway Track will link the township of     
Hector to the popular walkway via the northern side of the river.   
The Watson Brothers (Robert and George) were key figures in the development of a sawmill 
at Granity Creek and another near the confluence of Charming Creek with the Ngakawau 
River in the early 1900s.  They were responsible for the bush tramway originally developed 
on the northern side of the river to  deliver their product to the local rail head. To avoid the 
steep Ngakawau Gorge they built a tramway from the mill to Hector.  It featured a steep 
incline that dropped down to the mill and a steam winch located at the brow of the hill.   
Group spokesperson, Jo Douglas, said reaction from people to their plans to find an          
alternative access/exit point to the western end of the Charming Creek Walkway was       
generally positive. “Many are not only interested, but also excited by the project” she said.  
“This walkway doesn’t just have huge historical significance to our area. It has been greatly 
utilised by our communities in the past as a place for recreation.”  
Ms Douglas said the Department of Conservation (DoC), which holds the land under          
Ecological area status, found that 60% of the old tramway is in good condition.   “Diversions 
around collapsed bridges and tunnels for the walkway will need to be made and the last 
third of the track still has to be re-discovered through overgrowth” she said.  
DOC will mark off areas for preservation. The track will be of “back-country” standard, single 
person width, hand tools only - so no heavy machinery. 
The eastern end joins the northern Charming Creek Walkway at the remains of the original     
Watson's Mill.   “This means visitors will be able to head down to the tunnel and pop out to 
views of the Ngakawau Upper Gorge and the Mangatini Falls.”   At this stage there are no 
plans to replace the former swing-bridge which was closed by DoC in 2021 for health and 
safety reasons. 
Ms Douglas says there are some financial hurdles to overcome in completion of the track but 
the group was confident they could find the funding.  “DoC gave us an estimate of $80-100 
per meter for a 4Km route which is about $40,000 to find for using paid contractors.”         
She said the group would be providing volunteer labour for as much as possible.  “We’d   
really like to open the track in the summer of 2026/27”.  (see page 11 for next meeting date) 

The former Watson’s Mill Tramline with insert (left) showing the new route from Greenfield St, Hector. 

Map courtesy of “The Story of Two Villages” compiled by Rena Blair and first published in 1992 

TeamWatson volunteers on the job - from left Neil, Lewis, Richard and Heather  (operations leader) 
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NGAKAWAU 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 

***SERVICES***  

 photocopying 

 colour & b&w 

 laminating 

 coloured paper 

 envelopes 

 typing 

 internet access 

 CV writing 

 business cards 

 flyers 

 posters 

***HOURS*** 
9am - 2pm 

Monday - Friday 

(excl. public holidays) 

 
 

Ph: 782 8276 
Email: 

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz  

www.nth-buller.co.nz 

   

BBB 
Buller Bays Bulletin 

ADVERTISING 

RATES 
 

Whole page 

$60 

Half page 

$45 

 Quarter Page 

$25 

13.5cm x 13cm 

$30 

10.5cm x 7.5cm 

$15 

 7.5cm x 5cm 

$10 

THANKS TO 
 
 
 
 

FOR SUPPORTING THE 
NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY 
CENTRE WITH A DONATION. 
WE REALLY APPRECIATE IT. “Serve with a squeeze of 

lemon juice and thick slices 
of white bread smothered in 

plenty of butter” 

Whitebait season  
Another year, another season has 

begun and right on queue it started 
raining with cold winds. 

These hardy lot of baiters out again 
from hibernation, cleaning their 

spotters and stands in galore. Trusty 
woollen hats and heated vests are 

on thanks to Temu… (the store that 
has everything, even if you don’t 

need it!)  
Happy white-baiting everyone 

 

The Mokihinui Hotel has been ruined and its contents pretty well destroyed by raging flood 
waters after the Mokihinui River swept through it after the river was blocked by several slips 
caused by the Murchison earthquake. The river backed up causing a huge lake. Seventeen 
days after the quake, the dam burst flooding Seddonville and the Mokihinui village.   
Thanks to westcoast.recollect.co.nz 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

1929 

OCTOBER 1st IS…..
Less Than Perfect Day is a day to accept that it's okay to not be     
perfect. Some people are perfectionists that are very hard on     

themselves if they make a mistake, and some people are okay with 
their faults. No matter where you fall on that spectrum, today is a day 
to remember that we all make mistakes and that we should try hard 

at everything we do, but not so hard that we stress ourselves out.  
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WHEN ARE 
WE OPEN? 

 

Cowshed Café  
 (Gentle Annie) 

Open 7 days 9am-12pm  
 

Seddonville Hotel 
Open Tues to Sun  

2pm til close 
Closed Mondays 

 

Pub N Grub, Mokihinui 
Daily 2pm til late 

 

Hector Country Music  
Museum 

Open most days 
8am - 5pm 

 

JK’s Corner Store 
(Hector) 

Mon-Sat 8am - 7pm  
Sunday 9am - 6pm  

 

Ngakawau Tavern 
Bar Hours: 

11am - 1am 
 

Coalface Café &  
Takeaways  
(Ngakawau)                   

Hours: 11am - Close 
Ph orders til 7pm 

020 4014 5713  
 

Granity Library 
Open Sun 10 -11am  
Open wed 2—3pm  

 

Granity Op Shop 
Wed, Thurs & Fri 

1pm - 4pm 
Sat & Sun 11am - 2pm 

 

Torea Gallery & Studios 
(Granity) 

Summer Hours 
10am - 4pm (7 days) 

 
Northern Buller Museum 

(Granity) 
1-3pm most days.   

Contact: Derek               
021 159 1122 

 

The Scullery 
(Waimangaroa) 
Monday-Friday  

7.00 - 4pm 
Saturday & Sunday       

9.00 - 3pm 
 

The Scullery 
  Coffee & More at 

Waimangaroa….. 
  Bev & Johnny Morrow                                 

  

7 days Monday - Friday: 7.00am - 4pm  

Saturday & Sunday: 9.00am - 3pm 

Phone:  021 032 0311 

Email: scullery8@gmail.com 

Delicious home baking! 

Early bird special -          

2 stamps on your card 

for your morning    

Coffee or Hot Chocolate 

Greetings from your local Constable, 
As predicted in last month’s update, the coal bucket protesters came down the day after it 
was published. They have since pleaded not guilty to charges of Unlawfully Converting a 
Motor Vehicle, Wilful Trespass, Criminal Nuisance, and Failing to Carry Out their Obligations 
in Relation to a Computer Search. Their next court appearance is scheduled for 23rd Oct. 
The individuals involved, along with the groups they represent, have made it clear that they 
intend to return and continue opposing mine expansion. I ask everyone to remain vigilant 
and report anything suspicious you see. I understand this situation can be frustrating, but 
please do not take matters into your own hands. Vigilante justice is not helpful and only 
complicates the work of Police. 
Over the past month, I’ve dealt with several civil complaints, including tenancy-related 
matters. I acknowledge that the line between civil and criminal issues can sometimes be 
unclear. I’m happy to assist in a mediation-type role where appropriate, but please be aware 
that other agencies may have jurisdiction in these cases. 
Unfortunately, there have been a couple of disputes during the whitebaiting season.   
Thankfully, these have been relatively minor and mostly stem from people getting worked 
up and trying to resolve issues themselves. Please continue to be kind and courteous to one 
another on the riverbanks. If you encounter any problems, report them to me rather than 
trying to sort them out yourself. 
There’s been a significant amount of planning recently across Police, Civil Defence, and FENZ 
in preparation for the inevitable Alpine Fault Earthquake. I’ve been pleased to be involved in 
some of this work and encourage you all to undertake your own planning—talk with family 
members, prepare emergency kits, and have a plan in place. 
Lastly, I’ve noticed an emerging theme around cyclists. I’ve received complaints from both 
motorists and cyclists using our roads. Cyclists are plentiful here, particularly with the     
popularity of the Old Ghost Road. Please remember that cyclists have just as much right to 
be on the road as cars. If it’s safe to pass, give them plenty of room. If it’s not, be patient 
and wait until it is. Cyclists—please make yourselves as visible as possible with lights and     
hi-vis clothing. The consequences of a collision can be severe. 
As always, I’m here to support our community. If you have any concerns or need assistance, 
don’t hesitate to get in touch. Call 111 for emergencies or 105 for non-urgent matters. If my 
sign is out, I’m in the office. If I’m not there, you can use the phone at the station door, 
which connects directly to 105. You can make a report or leave a message for me to follow 
up.  Stay safe, and I’ll see you around. 

Constable Paul Cannell 
Sole Charge 
Granity Police Station  
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Travel Tales #9 (by Lynne Maguire) 

Dear Reader  

Food is always a bit of an issue for me. I’m gluten-free (health reasons) and vegetarian (personal choice), 

which makes eating out and traveling a bit of a challenge. I wasn’t sure how I’d get on in Europe,           

especially as my sister is passionate about most foods (is wine a food?). She loves fresh food markets, 

eating out, and experiencing foods she has never tried before. It stands to reason, then, that eating was a 

big part of our European experience.  

Once we left Spain and our family, we ate out most days. In France and Italy, my sister was adamant that 

she must have a fresh croissant every day with her coffee. The bakeries and patisseries in both countries 

were exceptional, and she was not disappointed. Coffee, to my surprise, was average. There were no long 

blacks in Europe, so I either had an espresso or an americano, which was never to my complete          

satisfaction. I think one of our best meals was in a small restaurant that we walked past twice before   

going inside. It was in a small village in Italy, not much to look at from the outside, but the food, service, 

and atmosphere were perfect. We had a window seat, and we people-watched as we waited for our 

food.  I had ordered a salad with thinly sliced pear and walnuts on lettuce, served with balsamic.  It was a 

light and refreshing end to a day of exploring medieval caves. 

If there was a market in the place we stayed, we often got up early and wandered through the aisles  

looking at all the wares. Everything, from meat and fish to cheeses and wine, to fruits and vegetables, to 

bread and baking, to chocolate and gelato, was available for purchase. After exploring the market in Nice, 

we bought some fresh watermelon and sat on the sea wall overlooking the Mediterranean while eating it. 

As the juice dripped down my chin and the sun sparkled on the water, I was sure holidays didn’t get much 

better than that moment in time.  

Of course, in Italy, we had to have pizza. One side street restaurant that we 

stumbled on while walking around Rome had a spare table. Our waiter said, 

‘Si, gluten-free pizza,’ but when asked if there was a vegetarian option, he 

rolled his eyes and laughed at me as if I were mad. ‘Non, non, you musta have 

meat!’ he exclaimed loudly, so that other patrons turned to stare at us. ‘No 

meat,’ I said. He shrugged his shoulders and said Okay. After a short wait, our 

pizzas arrived, and mine was absolutely delicious, with plenty of vegetables 

and cheese and a perfect base.  

The other must in Italy was gelato. Just around the corner from our              

accommodation was a gelato shop that claimed to be ‘the best gelato in Italy’.            

Interestingly, this was the second shop in Italy with the same claim, but hey, 

gelato is gelato, right? No, wrong! Like its cousin ice cream, there are vast 

differences, commercial brands versus boutique, organic or not, traditional flavours or modern twists. 

Within a week, we became ‘experts’, eating gelato every day, sometimes more than once. I savoured the 

cool freshness in the heat of the day. It was probably a good thing that we walked many kilometres, and 

the weather was so warm, otherwise I’d be up-sizing my clothing. 

Yours Sincerely 

A sexagenarian on her first European OE 

Pizza in Rome (the waiter was  

hilarious). 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

BULLER 

BUDGET       

ADVISORY 

SERVICE  

Free confidential 
advice. Sort your 

budget now before 
it gets away from 
you.  Ph 789 8080 
Messages always          

answered. 

AA 

Meets 7.30pm  
Every Tuesday             

St Canice’s Church 
Hall, Westport 

Contact: 
Gary  

027 7516 555 

BULLER CITIZENS  
ADVICE BUREAU 
At the CAB we try to 

help people to know & 
understand their rights 
and obligations & how 
to use this information 

to get the best           
outcomes, provide   

people with the          
confidence & support 

they need to take      
action, & work for     

positive social change 
within communities & 

wider society. We     
provide a free &        

independent service to 
all.   Contact CAB on 

0800 367 222 or  
789 8388. 

Visit us at the Clock Tower, 
Westport.  

Mon – Fri 10am – 1pm 

 
Granity Community Library           
Sunday 10.00 - 11.00am & 
Wednesday2.00 - 3.00pm 

New members                                                
welcome 

Subs—Family $10, Single $7 

This historical record of 
the first six years of the 
Buller Mining Districts 
Community Centres      

Society has been carefully         
reproduced and is now 

available for purchase at a 
cost of $3.50.   

 
Proceeds to the Ngakawau 

Community Centre 

PARKRUN IN 
WESTPORT 

 

What is parkrun?  It’s a free, 
friendly, enjoyable 5km          

community run, jog or walk event 
every Saturday morning.  It   

started in Westport in May at the 
Lost Lagoon end of Queen Street 

and will now happen every     
Saturday starting at 8am. 

For more information you can 
register at www.parkrun.co.nz/

lostlagoon/ 

LAMINATING! 

Now available at the                                       
Ngakawau Community Centre.                                                                 
A4, A3 and business-card sizes   

GIANT Chess                                       
Gold coin donation.  

Come in and play any time 
that the Ngakawau       

Community Centre is open.  
(Set up required) 
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COMMUNITY ACTION NORTHERN BULLER  
Minutes of CAN-B Meeting 11. 09. 2025 Millerton Hall 

• CAN-B welcomed Susan as the society’s new secretary; Susan         
re-located to Granity from North Island last year with her husband 
and looks forward to her new role supporting Community-Led    
Development in Northern Buller.  

• New CAN-B committee member welcomed! Heather Holland, a 
key community member supporting the ‘Watsons Track’ project.  

• What is Community-Led Development and what does CAN-B do? 
See CAN-B’s Facebook page for more information on this; posters 
to be created for community notice boards.  

• Discussions surrounding community application for Disaster      
Management Containers in Mokihinui and Seddonville; suggested 
Waimangaroa should also put forwards an application due to lack 
of support centres available in these areas. CAN-B can hold funds 
if successful.  

• “Team Watson” have applied for funding for their track creation  
• Mitre 10 Supported Team Watson with donation of provisional 

building supplies for the ‘Student Volunteer Army’ Visit this     
weekend – thank you Mitre 10! 

• Canterbury University are sending over 85 students to volunteer 
in Northern Buller on Saturday 20th September.  Nicolle has linked 
them in with community projects to support including ‘Promoting 
Buller’, Team Watson and Mokihinui beach clean-up.  

• Following community feedback, ‘Youth Yoga’ and ‘Adult Yoga’ will 
be starting on the 10th October FREE FOR ALL TO ATTEND          
sponsored by Buller REAP.  Youth Yoga accommodates ages 10+ 
from 4-4:45pm followed by Adult Yoga (16+) 5-6pm. Location: 
Ngakawau Community Centre, every Friday for 8 weeks.  

• Community Calendar has been implemented (available to view on 
CAN-B’s Facebook page under ‘photos’).  

• Ngakawau Riverbank Clean-Up progress, led by Lisa McDowell: 
MBC will conduct weed spraying (sponsored by Bathurst) on the 
Ngakawau side; further funding needs to be secured for clean-up 
of Hector side riverbanks.  

• Nicolle has approached potters, Torea Gallery and local crafts    
people to gauge interest in hosting craft workshops. 

 
NEXT MONTHLY PUBLIC MEETING:  

OCTOBER 14th  
NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY CENTRE HALL, 

6:30PM. 
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Millerton  
Community Hall 
Available for hire.  

For more info  
contact Tania  
022 612 7353 

Mokihinui 
Domain Hall 

Lovely cosy space 
with adjacent 

campground kitchen  
For more info  
contact Jane:  
027 274 7223 

Ngakawau  
Community Centre 

Hall with kitchen,     
supper room. Chairs & 
trestle tables for hire. 

Giant Chess set 
Reasonable rates. 

Ph: 782 8276 

The Lyric Theatre 
Granity 

Email 
events@thelyric.nz  

Waimangaroa  
Domain Reserve 

Hall 
Recently refurbished 

For info  
contact Bev:  

(03) 789 9079 or  
021 032 0311       

Waimangaroarrd@gmail.com  

Waimangaroa  
Community Centre 
Cnr Hall & Banbury St 

contact Les:  
027 2729360 or  

Jackie: 027 2843998 

HALLS FOR 

HIRE 

 NGAKAWAU TAVERN 

         OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11AM 

    PH 020 401 45713 

   DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY 
 PIZZAS 

 FISH & CHIPS 

 BURGERS 

 TOASTED SAMMIES 

 BASIC HOME SUPPLIES 
(Bread/Milk  etc) 

 BAIT 

 COALFACE CHEESECAKES 

 ESPRESSO COFFEE 

 MILK SHAKES 

 PUB MEALS 

 HOME MADE PIES  & 

     BAKED GOODIES  

 ICE CREAMS 

mailto:Waimangaroarrd@gmail.com
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TOREA GALLERY NEWS 
Greetings from Torea Gallery. 
Spring is soon upon us and the Gallery is 
looking and feeling great.  With new piles 
and a new coat of paint for the main Gallery room, the 
Gallery is all ready for the new season. 
Opening hours are changed on Sept 20th to our summer 
hours, 10am - 4pm, so there is no better time to visit the 
Gallery! 
At present in our exhibition room we have an exhibition of 
Quilting and Weaving. Yvonne is our fabulous weaver, with 
many of you purchasing her T-towels, dishclothes, wraps, 
and shawls. Glenys her sister is the quilter and there are 
some beautiful advent calendars that will last for years to 
come, and can be passed down the generations. 
Yvonne has been exploring Wedge weave, which is a 
tapestry/rug making technique used by the Navaho. There 
are also, scarves, shawls, blanket throws and cushions to 
snuggle with till the weather really warms up.  This  
exhibition ends on the 3 October, so get in quick. 
The Gallery has negotiated with a vendor to sell coffee's and 
food in our garden. This is very exciting for everyone. So 
watch for this in October. (see advert on page 12) 
 
The Gallery just recently had a very successful AGM and we 
now have a full committee. Also discussed was the 
organising of crafty workshops in the future for members of 
the public to attend. 
 
We continue to have an awesome display of  crystals, and 
semi-precious stones at very reasonable prices. A huge stock 
of incense for purchase. Come and check out our hand 
knitted items, from gloves, scarves, hats and shawls, not to 
mention the lovely coats for your best furry friend. The 
soaps and scrubs are all hand made and very popular as gifts, 
they smell absolutely divine and never disapoint. There are 
prints and paintings, beautiful flax work, painted rocks, bags, 
lovely cards, copper jewelry the list goes on and and on. 
Our Pounamu jewelry and necklaces are always a favourite 
with foreign tourists who want to take something special 
home with them. This is just a small selection of our vast 
stock from many decicated members, so come and check 
out what we have for sale.  Great for gifts or purchases for 
yourself. 

CHURCH NEWS 

Hello from St Peter’s 
 
Hi everyone, as is quite often the case 
at this time of the year, today it is cold and wet 
as I sit writing this article.   
On a Sunday morning at St Peter’s however, the 
air is warm the atmosphere is  buzzing with    
excitement and there is the gentle hum of voices, 
the vibrance of children organising themselves, 
and little ones finding a book and a few toys to 
play with. 
Flowers will be in place, the new seats make  
having a rest for a while a very comfortable    
experience.  The singing is hearty, there is a time 
for a message for  children and later one for 
adults.  
This is a sanctuary where all are welcome. 
Church starts at 10a.m. After the service along 
with some time for a chat, there are hot drinks 
available and something to eat, both savoury and 
sweet. 

BIG POOL TOURNAMENTS AT NGAKAWAU  

Two local pool competitions that are now over thirty years old are being 
played at Ngakawau in October. The David Freeman Memorial Trophy-Open 
Singles and the Neville Gear Country Classic Open Mixed Pairs tournaments 
draw entries from far and wide and require the use of two venues to cater for 
numbers attending at the Ngakawau Tavern and the Ngakawau Hall.  The 33rd 
David Freeman Memorial Trophy - Open Singles Pool Tournament will take 
place on Saturday October 4th.  This popular tournament was named after the 

late David Freeman, a well-known and much-loved doctor at Ngakawau.  He played pool for the Ngakawau Tavern 
for many years and not long after his death, his wife Annette donated a  trophy and the David Freeman Open  
Singles Tournament was born. It was first played for and won by Neville Gear in 1992. In 2024 the winner was  
Des Wilcox from Christchurch. The 35th Country Classic Mixed Pairs Pool Tournament will be held on Sunday   
October 5th. This tournament came into being back in 1989 after being instigated over a couple of beers between 
local builder Neville Gear and the Fisherman’s Lodge publican of the time, Ian Chambers. Formally known as the 
Canterbury Draught Country Classic, it was first won in 1989 by locals Cathreen Gilbert and Ross Harris.  Last 
year’s winners were Des & Chrissie Wilcox. Neville and Ian had foresight in bringing this competition into being.   
It has now become an iconic tournament, enthusiastically supported by local sponsors and is one of the most 
sought-after pool competition trophies to win in the Buller.   If you haven’t already entered, get in quick as     
entries close Thursday 2nd October at 7.30pm. To register for these competitions, contact The Ngakawau     
Tavern on 03 7828035 or email waynejones@xtra.co.nz 
Both days have a start time of 9.00am and the report time of 8.30am to the Ngakawau Tavern. 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
TEAMWATSON 

WATSON’S MILL TRAMWAY TRACK 

Next monthly meeting Wed 8 October  
at the Ngakawau Hall : Public Welcome.  

 
Please note: Only commissioned track workers have      
permission to cross Holland land. Please ring Heather 

on 03 7828 665. Thanks. 
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• Daylight Saving Time starts      
Sunday September 28th, put clocks 
forward 
• Local Body Elections close:        
Saturday October 11th, at 12 noon  
• Whitebait fishing season closes on 
October 30th (inclusive)  

Affordable, upfront pricing for locals 

  Landlords:  
• Income & expenses tracked for 1–3 rentals  
• Clear, tidy records ready for tax time  

  Tradies & Small Businesses:  
• One-off system setup 

  • Ongoing support as needed  
• Fill-in contractor available (10–15 hrs/wk) 
to keep your admin flowing  

  Regular reporting so you always know where you 
stand.  

  Help at tax time so you can focus on your work.  
 
Using any software you prefer, or we can help set 

you up with the right tools for your business.   

Email today to for a no obligation chat about how we 
can get your admin and books sorted.  
 

proactive.bookkeeping321@gmail.com 
Your friendly, local bookkeeping support. 

 

OPENING SOON! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee/Hot-Cold Drinks/Pies/Homemade Baking/
Cheese Rolls plus many more tasty options.             

Loyalty Hot Drink Card PLUS text to pre-order your 
Hot Drink 
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ENHANCE GARDENING 
enhancegdn@gmail.com   

• Qualified, experienced gardener now working in 
your area 

• One-off clean ups  
• Pre-sale Tidy or Spring Cleans 
• Regular scheduled maintenance, tailored to fit your 

budget 
• No obligation free quotes 

WEEDING 

PRUNING 

SPRAYING 

WEEDEATING 

PROPAGATION 

PLANTING 

PLANNING 

CONSULTANCY 

 

PLEASE PHONE OR TXT ENHANCE GARDENING on 

027 342 2233 

Builder(s) Wanted 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

The Buller Mining Districts 
Community Centre Society 

is seeking interest from 
skilled and/or qualified 

builder(s) to erect approx. 
60LM of fencing at the 

Ngakawau Pool. 
Due to the construction of 
the existing fence, which 
needs to be removed, a 

site visit is recommended 
before submitting any  

pricing.  ALL materials will 
be supplied by the    

Ngakawau Swimming Pool 
Subcommittee, therefore 

interest is sought for    
pricing on a Labour Only 
basis.  Please direct all             
communication to the 
email address below: 

bmdcc.inc@gmail.com.  
Closes 18 Oct 2025 

Work to be completed no 
later than 10 Dec 2025. 

mailto:enhancegdn@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY 

GROUP  

MEETINGS 

 
MASONIC LODGE  

Meets monthly at the 

Phoenix Lodge  

Masonic Centre  

51 Russel St Westport 

TOREA No. 121:             

2nd Wednesday 7.30pm                     

 
Secretary: Richard Currie 

Ph: 027 284 8536 
lodgetorea121nzc@gmail.com 

  

GRANITY COUNTRY       

PENSIONERS 

Monthly meeting &         

pot-luck tea 1st Saturday 

of every month      

11:30am lunch 

GAMES NIGHT: 7.30pm 

every second Wednesday  

New Members Welcome 

   Phone 782 8197 

  
WAIMANGAROA    

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  
 

Meet 1st Thursday         

evening of the month.   

Everyone welcome.                        

 Phone  

Carol: 027 281 5347 

       Anne: 021 186 8707 

 

WAIMANGAROA     
RESERVE & HALL 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

Monthly Meeting  

1st Sunday of every month 

5pm—Domain Hall 

 
BULLER BAYS   
PLAYGROUP 

 

Thursdays 10am-12  
Far end of Granity School  

Contact is Isabel           

Text 021 180 4958 
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GRANITY KURA - SCHOOL NEWS (Term 3 Update) 

Term 3 has been a whirlwind of activity here at Granity 
Kura! Our students have been inquiring into who we 
share our planet with and how we can look after it.  
We now have a worm farm underway, a tunnel house 
up, and seedlings already planted and growing.  
 
We are truly grateful to Mitre 10 Westport for            
generously donating resources to help us build planter 
boxes and other essentials for our school garden. To 
continue this mahi, we will be holding a “Clean Up Our 
Kura” day on October 18th and warmly welcome any 
community helpers to join us in tidying up our school 
grounds. 
 

A huge thank you also goes to DBT Painters, who    
recently completed the exterior painting of our kura.   
We look forward to welcoming them back soon to      
re-stain our fencing and playground. 
 
Te reo Māori continues to be naturally woven into our 
everyday learning, alongside our weekly kapa haka 
lessons.  
A highlight this term was visiting other Buller schools 
where our tamariki proudly performed waiata in our 
magnificent new uniforms.  
 

 
In the final week, our students began learning our very own 
school haka, created from our kura narrative.  We look     
forward to performing this as we prepare for the 2026 Kapa 
Haka Festival in Kawatiri. 
 
 

 
 

We were fortunate to have Rachel Taylor from DOC visit our kura to talk with us about the 
Kea and how we can all do our part to look after this special species. Our students loved 
rotating around the learning stations—exploring bird tracks, feathers, and even bird poop! 
They also had the chance to test their thinking skills with puzzles that clever kea can solve.  
It was a hands-on, memorable experience that sparked lots of curiosity. 
 
This term we were also excited to hold our Board of Trustees elections.  We warmly        
welcome Kareem Potts, Robyn Poynter, Dyan Blick, and Sharon Marsh to the board, and 
thank all seven nominees for putting themselves forward in support of our kura.  
Special thanks also to Bev Fastier for the wonderful support she continues to give our      
students with their reading mileage. We look forward to her return in 2026. 

 
 
 
 

Looking ahead, we will farewell five students heading off to high school at the end of 2025, and at the same time, 
we are excited to welcome five new entrants in 2026!  In Term 4, we will also be holding a ‘Ready, Set, 
Go’ afternoon for parents to experience what a day in the Pīwakawaka (junior) Class looks like. 
 
As always, we extend a huge thank you to our kura whānau and community for your ongoing 
support and encouragement—it makes such a difference to the experiences our tamariki 
have here at Granity Kura. 
 
Noho ora mai,  
Nikki Smith 
Principal 

Aleigha from Nga te Wae Wae after practising and learning our school haka  

At Westport North School performing Kapa Haka.  

Students hard at work putting down some soil for our school garden. 

Damion Caie Hutchison - with 
the kea that was hidden and 
found with a tracking device.  
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Sport Tasman is one of 14 charitable        
regional sports trusts that support New  

Zealanders to be more active and healthy. 
Contact:  

Tara Papworth 

021 0839 9077 

tara.p@sporttasman.org.nz 

National helplines 

Need to talk?  
 

Free call or text 1737 any time for 
support from a trained counsellor.  

Lifeline  – 0800 543 354 or free 
text 4357 (HELP) 

Youthline  – 0800 376 633, or 
free text  234  

Samaritans – 0800 726 666 
 
Suicide Crisis Helpline – 0508 
828 865  
 

 DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN HEALTHCARE IN                
NORTHERN BULLER? 

 DO YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS ABOUT HEALTHCARE IN  
NORTHERN BULLER? 

THE TRUST IS AN ADVOCATE FOR  COMMUNITY HEALTH IN    
OUR REGION.   PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A MEMBERSHIP FORM 

northernbullerhealthtrust@gmail.com 
022 464 5232 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appointment availability  
Please plan appointments a head of time, instead of dropping into the clinic. 
Having an appointment means this time is dedicated to you and your health care 
needs. Our appointments are allocated for 20 min intervals. If you have a complex 
concern, please ask our receptionist to book a double appointment. We also offer 
telehealth (video) GP appointments supported by our rural nurse specialists. Ka 
Ora Telecare provides free health advice and treatment on weeknights 5pm to 
8am) and 24 hours a day on weekends and public holidays.  The Ka Ora team will 
refer you to the in-person service available in your area if you need it.  You can 
access the  service by calling 0800 252 672 or online at https//kaora.co.nz/app/ 
In the event of a life-threatening emergency dial 111. 

 

Medicines 

from the 

past 

and other 

healthy 

treats  

brought to 

you by    

historical 

advertisers 

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

3500 New Zealanders are diagnosed with breast cancer and 650 

or more die from the disease every year.  International Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month is the perfect time to support Breast 

Cancer Foundation NZ towards zero deaths from breast cancer.  

For more information on how you can help: 

Visit breastcancerfoundation.org.nz 

Email fundraising@bcf.org.nz 

Call on 0800 902 732 

https://1737.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/
https://www.youthline.co.nz/
https://www.samaritans.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/services/suicide-crisis-helpline
https://www.breastcancerfoundation.org.nz/
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Power Board Electrical Ltd. 
 Specials for Heat Pumps 

A wide variety of sizes are available  
We specialise in floor consoles 

 

Free measure & quotes  
call Clive 027 252 6417 

HEAT PUMPS 

INTRIGUING RECIPES FROM “A NORTHERN COOKBOOK”                                           
by Eleanor A. Ellis with illustrations by James Simpkins (1967) 

QUICK FISH CASSEROLE 

• 1 pound cooked fillets (1/2 kg) 

• 2 cups cooked rice 

• 1/4 cup chopped green pepper 

• 3/4 cup chopped onion 

• 2 tablespoons butter 

• 1 can cream of tomato soup 

• 1/2 cup milk 

• 2 cups of potato chips, coarsely crushed 

Flake fish and add to cooked rice.  Cook onion and green pepper in 
butter until tender.  Add them to the fish and rice mixture and mix 
lightly.  Blend soup and milk.  Place half of the potato chips in the 
bottom of a greased 2-quart (1.9L) casserole.  Cover with  alternate 
layers of fish and soup mixture.  Top with remaining potato chips.   

Bake in moderately hot oven (230°C.) for about 20 minutes.  Makes 6 
servings. 

 

 

 

ROMEO TREATS 
100% Natural Dog Treats - No Additives! 

Starting from $15 
 

      NZ Green Lipped Mussels  
     Beef Liver  
     Lamb Liver  
     Beef Heart  
    Chicken Jerky  
 
 
 

 “HANDMADE WITH LOVE FOR YOUR FUR BABY” 
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 COUNCIL ENQUIRIES    

If you have concerns 
about Buller District  

Council  related matters 
feel free to contact your 

Seddon Ward Councillors. 
Rosalie Sampson 

Ph 782 6745 or 027 3567388                                                            

Toni O’Keefe 
Ph 0273 671 315 

You can also lodge a     
service request at         

bullerdc.govt.nz/do-it-
online/request-a-service 
If your request is urgent 
(e.g. excessive noise or 
flooding), please phone 

0800 807 239.  
 

CIVIL DEFENCE 

To contact the Buller     
Emergency Management 
Officer phone 789 7999  

Or follow us on Facebook -
www.facebook.com/

BullerCD/ 

Local Coordinators: 
Ian Mulholland  
Ph 021 771 342 

(Seddonville) 

Tony McNabb 
Ph 021 176 6391 

(Mokihinui) 

Bart Gillman 
Ph 021 025 76634 

(Granity/Ngakawau) 

 Tania Hammond  
Ph 022 612 7353 

(Millerton) 

Geoff Dark 
Ph 021 734 131  

(Hector) 

BOIL WATER 
NOTICE 

Ngakawau-Hector           
Water Society Incorporated 

All consumers on our Water 
Supply are reminded that all  
water intended for drinking 

and food preparation should be 
boiled for at least three 

minutes before use.                           

Contacts for this water supply: 

Dick Marsh - 782 8258 
Hugh Tyler - 782 8500 

 CRAFT GROUP  
EVERY FRIDAY!              
 

10am to 2pm  
 

Waimangaroa Fire 
Station Lounge  
All Welcome 

ST PETER’S  
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Want to learn about the 

Christian faith?  
 

Come and enjoy the presence of 
God, and a friendly welcome from 

everyone at St Peter’s Church.   
Sunday Service starts at 10am,    

followed by a yummy morning tea.   

https://www.facebook.com/BullerCD/
https://www.facebook.com/BullerCD/
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COMMUNITY 

SPORT AND 

FITNESS 

 

GRANITY  
JUDO CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday Juniors 
4.30pm with Sam 
Ph 027 3155747 

and Jai  
Ph 027 2177465 

Mon & Thurs  
5.30pm with 

Wayne ph  
021 027 64824 or 

Leah  
027 343 5903 

 

YOGA 
Mokihinui Hall 

Tues 5.30 - 
6.45pm           

$10 Casual Class 
Tutor:   

Mandy Coleman  
Enquiries:  

Ph 021 292 2060 

 
TABLE TENNIS 
The Lyric Theatre 

Mon 7—9pm 
Thu 4—6pm 

$3 entry 
 

PICKLEBALL 
Ngakawau        

Community Centre 

Tuesdays 
10 - Midday 
Free Entry  

Painter  
Qualified, reliable, established local painter 
and decorator with 20+ years experience. 

Interior and exterior, high standard of finish, 
weatherboard houses and ladder work      

specialist, references available on request 

Call Mark on 027 304 4697  

Trade Qualified Builder 

Local and  Experienced 

All work considered 
Reasonable Rates 

 
Call Dave on 021 1674714  

 

JT ELECTRICAL 
Domestic - RV - Marine 
Switchboard Upgrades 

Solar - Off Grid 
 

Friendly, affordable, reliable 
Call James on 021 328 346 

Main Rd, Waimangaroa 

House Painting | Exterior | Interior | Roof 
Painting  
Gardening/Tree/Hedge Pruning| Rental 
Properties Maintenance  
  
Contact: Terence Amies t.a.painting@outlook.co.nz  

 03 789 6580 |020 4141 0169 

BULLER PLUMBING LTD 

Domestic & Commercial 

Installations 

  Maintenance  

 

Mike Best     Ph. (03) 782 8383 
                  or      Cell 027 482 8383 

 

Ngakawau 

Painting-Plastering-Landscaping-Renovations 

BCITO qualified professional 

Ph/text Barley 0210 2323 999  

email: barley@inoutside.co.nz 

mailto:t.a.painting@outlook.co.nz
mailto:barley@inoutside.co.nz
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Garry Howard  

Candidate, Trustee - Development 
West Coast  

If elected to Development West 
Coast Trust, my priorities centre on 
building a sustainable, diversified 
economy that benefits current and 
future generations.  

My primary focus will be growing local skills and talent 
through trade apprenticeships, Co-starters business 
development, and directorship training. These          
programmes build our homegrown capability.             
I'm  committed to strategic partnerships with proven      
operators who can leverage part of our $150 million 
fund to attract additional investment. Current primary 
industries need to be encouraged to add value prior to 
exporting resources off the West Coast. Every decision 
will be based on thorough research and sound business 
principles. Emerging opportunities like carbon credits,       
sustainable   tourism, and IT development offer exciting 
diversification potential alongside our traditional 
strengths. As a trustee, I'll never forget these funds  
belong to West Coast residents.  My approach         
combines strong business  acumen with genuine     
community commitment – listening carefully, asking 
tough questions, and making evidence-based decisions 
that create lasting prosperity for our region.     

    Authorised by Garry Howard 

Kevin Smith   

 

Candidate, West Coast Regional 
Council standing on the Reform   
ticket. 

REFORM POLICIES: 

1.Cap and Reduce WCRC Rates – ensure fiscal responsibility 
reducing financial burdens on our communities. 

2.Return Council to Core Functions – focus on essential     
services like rating district, river and infrastructure         
protection  

3.Streamline Solutions - implement common sense solution 
to optimise council processes – streamline the resource 
consent process 

4.Local Decisions – empower West Coast people to make 
decisions on local activities – all Resource consents        
processing in-house 

5.Strategic Planning - pause activities related to the Tai 
Poutini One Plan, and SNA designations until RMA reforms 
are finalized 

6.Economic Growth - promote and create sustainable wealth 
in the West Coast region 

7.Governance Alignment – collaborate with central           
Government in the restructuring of local government 

8.Community Confidence - rebuild trust and working        
relationships with rate payers, and with both local and  
central government. 

                                        Authorised by Kevin Smith 

LOCAL                   
GOVERNMENT  

ELECTIONS 2025 

View more Candidate Profiles @ 
https://www.electionz.com/LGENominations/2025/

EL6326WC_candidates.htm 
or  

https://bullerdc.govt.nz/candidates2025  
See more info page 19 
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Chris Russell 

Mayoral Candidate - Buller District 
Council  

The Seddon Ward has always   
carried more than its share.  
 
 

From farms and small businesses to the coal that    
powered Buller from Stockton through Ngākawau, your 
communities have kept this district moving despite  
distance and weather. 
  
When Stockton coal rolled out of Ngākawau, it wasn’t 
just freight, it was jobs, pay packets, and the Seddon 
Ward carrying Buller forward. My role then was like a 
conductor, keeping the supply chain in tune. That’s the 
same way I see leadership now: pulling people and  
resources together so progress is real. 
  
My vision is simple: flood and erosion protection that 
actually happens, roads and bridges you can rely on, 
and services that work when you need them. But     
progress also means fairness. Westport has a strong 
say, Inangahua has a Community Board, and now it’s 
Seddon’s turn, a fair voice, a fair share. 
 See more: Chris Russell for Buller Mayor on Facebook 

Authorised by Chris Russell 

Jamie Cleine   

Mayoral Candidate - Buller District 
Council  

I have served as Mayor for the past 
six years and remain committed, 
passionate, and positive that my 
leadership style delivers results for 
our district.  

 I have strong established relationships with central 
government Ministers, officials, MP’s and West Coast 
leaders and stakeholders.  Local government is          
fundamentally changing, now is a critical time for     
stable, established leadership that works collaboratively 
for positive long-term outcomes for Buller.   
Under my leadership, Council has secured external 
funding to drive growth — including new housing and 
income opportunities. We’ve delivered key projects in 
Reefton, upgraded Westport’s port, and invested in  
vital roading repairs in Northern Buller.  We’ve           
significantly increased infrastructure investment to  
water and wastewater networks to future-proof our 
communities and unlock growth.  I believe every part of 
our district matters. I’ve worked hard to represent all 
Buller communities. With your support, I’ll continue 
leading a future-focused council committed to         
partnership, resilience, opportunity, and growth.  

                          Authorised by Jamie Cleine 

LOCAL                   
GOVERNMENT  

ELECTIONS 2025 

View more Candidate Profiles @ 
https://www.electionz.com/LGENominations/2025/

EL6326WC_candidates.htm 
or  

https://bullerdc.govt.nz/candidates2025  
See more info page 19 
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NEW BOOK RELEASE 
When the bones of a  mother and 

her child, wrapped in a Shetland lace 
shawl, are dug up from a forgotten 
graveyard, two worlds collide. Ariel 
is rural tough, raised in the defiant      
republic that is Whangamomona. 
When her childhood nemesis is 

found decapitated in a sports car 
beneath the bull bars of Ariel’s ute, 

her world implodes. She has no    
recollection of the accident but now 

a court trial is looming and rumours are running hot. Ariel 
seeks refuge back at university in Dunedin where she prefers 

the company of old gold mining bones to real people.  

VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES  
Growing Stronger Together! 

 

RECRUITMENT OPEN NIGHT 
Granity and Waimangaroa Volunteers Brigades.     

OCTOBER 28TH 7PM 
Waimangaroa -  64 McGill Street, Waimangaroa  

Granity - 109 Torea Street, Granity 

 

LITTLE BLUE 

GETS IN BIG      

TROUBLE 
 

FYI for anyone new to the area. It’s penguin 
nesting time They will nest under you houses and 
sheds along the coast.  Locals Marie and Glen     
recently rescued this little guy from a large hole 
that had filled with water. He/she couldn’t climb 
out, but once rescued, recovered quickly and took 
off to a hiding place. 
 
West Coast Penguin Trust  · “Thank you Marie - 

and good point raised - if you live in coastal areas, 

please think about places where little penguins 

could fall in and become trapped - outdoor baths, 

holes dug for fence posts, whatever it might be. 

You could cover such places 

when not in use  Thank you” 
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YOUR                     
CONTRIBUTIONS  

for the  

NOVEMBER 
 

Edition of the  
Buller Bays        

Bulletin  
must be received 
by the Ngakawau    

Community   
Centre by 

  
Midday  
Monday 

20th October 
2025 

 
Email:  

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz 
Ph 03 7828276 

_________ 

Thank You! 
Aylene and 

Terrence for 
delivering the BBB in 

Hector, 
Ngakawau 

and Granity.   

 

THE NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(Resources and Information for residents and visitors to our District) 

The Buller Bays Bulletin – a free        

community newsletter produced 11 

times a year and delivered to homes 

and businesses between Seddonville 

and Waimangaroa. 18 to 24 pages in 

length, the BBB contains a range of local      

information, articles, upcoming events/

opportunities, historical pics and public 

notices.  Advertising is predominantly 

from local businesses. The newsletter 

started being produced in 1990 and 35 

years later is still going strong!  

The Centre has a high 

quality Xerox photocopier 

capable of managing a 

variety of printing or   

scanning jobs in colour or 

black & white.  

Printing on card is also 

available or you can supply 

your own. A4 or A3 sizes 

are standard, but we can 

also reduce or enlarge 

images/docs as needed for 

your purposes 

Services include computer 

access, Wi-Fi, laminating, 

envelopes, stamps, CV 

preparation, business 

cards, flyers, posters and 

typing services.  

This is also a place to find  

information on community 

services, learning & other 

activities provided both by 

external agencies and the 

local community.  

Hall bookings can be made 

for sport, events or 

meetings. 

PICKLEBALL TUESDAYS ARE HERE! 
 

The Ngakawau Community Centre is hosting 
free pickleball sessions through to  

December 16th.   
Learning and games once a week on…. 

  

Tuesday mornings between  
10am & midday  

 
Pickleball is a popular sport known for its social 
and physical benefits.  It gives you a workout,   

improves balance, coordination, and flexibility, 
and can be a fun way to socialise and                  

reduce stress.   
 

The game is relatively 
easy to learn, making it       

accessible to people of all 
ages and fitness            

levels.  Come along and 
check it out! 

 

BULLER MINING DISTRICTS COMMUNITY    
CENTRE SOCIETY INCORPORATED  

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

BMDCCS Inc owns & operates the Waimangaroa 
Community Centre, the Ngakawau Community 

Centre and the Ngakawau Pool.    

If you appreciate these assets and the services 
they provide to your community, please support 
the charity that looks after them by joining as a     

member.   Strong membership numbers helps the 
Society demonstrate to external funders that it 

has community support.  Your subscription helps 
the society’s management committee (all         

volunteers) to govern these important             
community facilities.   

 
$10 per person or $15 per couple.   

This membership drive is open for three months 
from August 5th, 2025. 

 
Membership forms are 

available at the       
Ngakawau Centre or by 

emailing the Secretary at: 
 

BMDCC.inc@gmail.com 


