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 Ngakawau Community Centre 

30a Main Road, Ngakawau  
Phone 782 8276     

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz 
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 War memorial unveiled 
at Granity 8th April, 1926. 
Source  https:// westcoast.recollect.co.nz   

PRESERVING A WORKING HERITAGE 
A unique restoration project is currently underway at The Lyric Theatre involving the 
two original carbon arc projectors, Peerless Magnarc lamphouses with Westar      
projector systems, installed new in 1958 and used regularly for cinema screenings 
until around 2012.   

Following Cyclone Ita in 2014, when the theatre roof was lost, the projectors were 
carefully preserved - coated in protective oil and stored throughout the theatre’s 
extended rebuild. Some old 35mm reels of film were also stored.  While The Lyric 
has since re-emerged as a vibrant multi-use community venue, these machines    
remain a tangible link to its cinematic past. 
 
In early 2026, Tony Steiner asked Bart Gillman if he would help restore these historic 
projectors, with the aim - where possible - of returning them to working order.  The 
work is technically complex and requires both engineering understanding and       
respect for the craftsmanship of the era. 
 
Bart’s experience as a projectionist in the 1970’s using identical projectors has been 
particularly valuable.  Early progress has focused on projector #2.  Its Carbon Arc 
lamphouse has been completely stripped down, rust protected, painted, rewired and 
reassembled.  The Westar 35mm film projection head is largely mechanically      
functional, requiring some anti-rust treatment, freeing up of some components,         
fabrication of a new shutter, and rewiring.  While some electrical work remains,    
progress has been encouraging.  Mike Schultz has recently joined the effort, helping 
to share the workload and maintain momentum. 
 
Beyond technical restoration, the project represents an important step in preserving  
The Lyric Theatre as a site of local and national significance. The projectors are not 
only artefacts of cinematic history but potentially working instruments of storytelling 
once again.  With continued support from local tradespeople and volunteers, there is 
growing optimism that these machines may return to service and project film from 
the theatre archives and from other collections nationally. 

Before 

The projection room  

After 

Before After 
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NGAKAWAU 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 
 

***SERVICES***  

 photocopying 

 colour & b&w 

 laminating 

 coloured paper 

 envelopes 

 typing 

 internet access 

 CV writing 

 business cards 

 flyers 

 posters 

***HOURS*** 

9am - 2pm 

Thursday & Friday 

(excl. public holidays) 

Ph: 782 8276 
Email: 

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz  

www.nth-buller.co.nz 

BBB 
Buller Bays Bulletin 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Whole page 

$60 

Half page 

$45 

 Quarter Page 

$25 

13.5cm x 13cm 

$30 

10.5cm x 7.5cm 

$15 

 7.5cm x 5cm 

$10 

The 2026 General Election will be held 
on Saturday 7 November this year.   

 

A general election is when we vote for 
the people and parties who represent 

us in Parliament and form a                
government.  

To vote in the general election, you 
need to be enrolled.   

For the 2026 election, you need to be  
enrolled by midnight, Sunday 25th    

October. Enrolling isn’t something you 
do once. 

You need to keep your enrolment up to 
date so you’re ready to vote.                                                    

Visit the website vote.nz/enrolling for 
more info or call 0800 36 76 56 to get a 

form sent to you in the mail. 

Delicious home baking! 

Early bird special -          

2 stamps on your card 

for your morning Coffee 

or Hot Chocolate 

The Scullery 
  Coffee & More at 

Waimangaroa….. 
  Bev & Johnny Morrow                                

  

7 days Monday - Friday: 7.00am - 3pm  

Saturday & Sunday: 9.00am - 2pm 

Phone:  021 032 0311 
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WHEN ARE WE OPEN 

Cowshed Café  
 (Gentle Annie) 

Open daily 9am - 11am 
 

Seddonville Hotel 
Open Tues to Sun  

2pm til close 
Closed Mondays 

 
Pub N Grub - Mokihinui 

Daily 2pm til late 
 

Hector Country Music  
Heritage Museum 
Open most days 

8am - 5pm 
 

JK’s Corner Store  
(Hector) 

Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm 
Sat-Sun 9am - 4pm  

 
Ngakawau Tavern 

Bar Hours: 
11am - 1am 

 
Coalface Café &  

Takeaways (Ngakawau)                   
Winter hours 

Sunday-Thursday  
11am - 7pm 

Friday & Saturday             
11am - 7.30pm 

Ph orders till 6.30/7.00pm 
020 4014 5713 

 
Granity Library 

Open Sun 10 -11am  
Open Wed 2—3pm  

 
Granity Op Shop 

Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 
1pm - 4pm 

Sat & Sun 11am - 2pm 

 
Torea Gallery & Studios 

(Granity) 
Winter hours 

 11.00am to 3.00pm 
 

Northern Buller Museum 
(Granity) 

1-3pm most days.   
Contact: Derek  021 159 

1122 
 

The Scullery  
(Waimangaroa) 
Monday-Friday  

7am - 3pm 
Sat & Sun  9am - 2pm 

NOTICE OF A CHANGE TO OPENING DAYS 
AT THE RESOURCE CENTRE 

Effective from the week of 6th July 2026, the 
weekly public opening days of the Resource and 
Information Centre at Ngakawau are changing. 
 

OUR NEW DROP-IN DAYS/HOURS: 
Thursday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Closed on Public holidays 
Saturday to Wednesday: CLOSED to the public 

 

A Note to Our Community: 
As a registered charity, our dedicated staff and volunteers are at the heart of 
everything we do. To create a busy environment for visitors and to ensure our 
lone-working staff are always surrounded by a strong support network, we 
are consolidating our public opening days to Thursdays and Fridays.  This    
adjustment is based on our most popular days for visitors and prioritises 
workplace well-being while allowing us to deliver the same great services to 
you when our doors are open. 

 
Please Note: Main hall space bookings for external groups and our exercise 
classes are completely unaffected by this change. Private hires will continue to 
be available and managed outside of public drop-in hours. 
 

You can still contact us on non-opening days; we monitor our emails         
regularly and will respond to your enquiries just as soon as we can. 

 
Contact Us: 
 • Website: nth-buller.co.nz 
 • Email & Hall Hire Bookings: nbcrc@actrix.co.nz 
 • Phone: 03 7828276 (Phone messages will be checked periodically) 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience this change may cause and thank you for 
your understanding and ongoing support of the Centre.  
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CAN-B’s monthly update on community-led        
initiatives in Northern Buller  

Team Watson:  
Helping hands and fit legs needed to clear ‘Watsons Mill’ walking 
track. Contact Jo on 0272555382 to join ‘Team Watson’ and help 
clear Northern Buller’s new walkway! 
Working bees are 10am every Saturday (weather dependent); 
meet location: Hector.  
Torea Art Gallery: Winter Art Workshops:  
Buller REAP is able to partially fund art workshops in Northern 
Buller hosted by local artists.  
Art workshop timetable being finalised by Torea Gallery.  
Exercise initiatives at Ngakawau Hall:  

• Jackie at the Ngakawau Community Centre has applied for     
further funding to continue the following sporting initiatives until 
the end of 2026: Tai Chi, Yoga, Pilates, Pickleball.  
• CAN-B Connector in discussions with Pulse leisure centre and 
individual instructors to find a sustainable solution to continuing 
funded exercise initiatives in Northern Buller.  
Community feedback needed:  Do you like these sporting        
initiatives? What other exercise initiatives would you like to see? 
Email your suggestions and feedback to connectorcanb@gmail.com  
Transport: 

• Community Transport meeting held with West Coast         
Regional Council in attendance; decision from the community: 
aim to obtain funding for a community-led bus trial.  
Suggested ‘trial bus period’ starting October School Holidays, 
running for 3 weeks. Do you have other trial period suggestions? 
Email: connectorcanb@gmail.com  
• Purpose of a trial bus service? To gain statistics for the   
Council aiming to prove there is a need for public transport in 
Northern Buller.  
Community feedback needed: if you didn’t / couldn’t make the 
‘Transport Meeting’ held at the start of June in Waimangaroa,  
but would like to raise issues you face not having access to public 
transport, please email connectrcanb@gmail.com. Nicolle can 
pass on any further feedback to the West Coast Regional Council.  
 
Next CAN-B Public Meeting:     
Thursday 9th July, Mokihinui Hall, 
6:30pm  
 

mailto:connectorcanb@gmail.com
mailto:connectorcanb@gmail.com
mailto:connectrcanb@gmail.com
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LUNCHY’S LOT 

House relevelling and small 

house re-piling jobs 

 

“LIFTING THE 

WORLD ONE 

HOUSE AT A 

TIME” 

 

TEXT TONY 

021 170 80 78 

 

  

Device Advice – Tech Tips from IT Marie 
Mobile Phone Storage – scams and how to check your storage 
I see a lot of people coming in with their phones, concerned because they have pop-up messages, texts or emails 
telling them they will lose all their photos due to storage running out, and prompting them to follow a link to 
“buy more storage” 
Most of the time these are a scam trying steal personal or financial information. Do not follow the links, first 
check your storage.   
So how do you check your storage?  

There are two types of storage to worry about. The instructions here are pretty broad as every phone is different.  
 
1. Internal Storage on your phone 
Checking Internal Storage 
Go to  Settings >  search (with the little magnifying glass)  for Storage. Each phone is a bit different, you may find it under  
General, or Device care.  
You will see iPhone Storage or Internal Storage, and the amount of storage that is used. There will probably be a breakdown 
showing what type of applications and files are using storage and sometimes options for freeing up space. Photos, videos, 
emails  and files that have been downloaded will take up some of this. The actual phone operating system and applications 
will use this storage too. 
 
2. Cloud Storage – storage provided by Apple, Google or Microsoft in their datacentres all over the world. It is not on your 
phone, it is accessed over the Internet 
Photos automatically backup to the cloud can take a lot of space, but it is a good idea to do this so that if you lose your phone, 
you don’t lose your photos. Emails can also use a up a lot of storage, but if you lose your phone your emails should still be 
available.  Other applications may be using cloud storage. All cloud storage providers give you free storage.  If you need more 
you can pay for it. 
Checking Cloud Storage  
1. On an Apple iPhone 
Users will probably have an iCloud account with 5gb free. To check it Settings > [Your Name] > iCloud > Storage. (or something 
similar)  
2. On an Android Phone (e.g. Oppo, Samsung, Motorola) 
Users should have a google account, with 15 GB free storage.  
Go to Google app, tap on your initial or icon and select “Manage your google account”, look for account storage.  
From here you can see how much of your 15gb you have used and a breakdown of what is using it. Some of you may also have 
OneDrive setup , that is Microsoft Cloud storage, you get 5gb free. 
 
DON’T PANIC! 
If all this is a bit challenging, visit me at one of the Device Advice free clinics. I can check storage for you, advise you if you 
need to do anything, help you free up space and set up automatic backups if needed. 
- Westport - Buller Reap every Tuesday between 10 am to 2 pm  
- Ngakawau held every 3rd Thursday of the month, at the Community Centre between 10 am & 2pm. The next one is July 16th 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

BULLER FINANCIAL       

MENTORING SERVICE  

Free confidential 
advice about money 

and debt matters 
Ph 789 8080 

Text 021 08303263 
wpoffice@bullerbudget.nz 

AA 

Meets 7.30pm  
Every Tuesday             

St Canice’s Church 
Hall, Westport 

Contact: 
Gary  

027 7516 555 

BULLER CITIZENS  
ADVICE BUREAU 
At the CAB we try to 

help people to know & 
understand their rights 
and obligations & how 
to use this information 

to get the best           
outcomes, provide   

people with the          
confidence & support 

they need to take      
action, & work for     

positive social change 
within communities & 

wider society. We     
provide a free &        

independent service to 
all.   Contact CAB on 

0800 367 222 or  
789 8388. 

 
Visit us at the Clock Tower, 

Westport.  

Mon – Fri 10am – 1pm 

 CRAFT 
GROUP  

EVERY FRIDAY!              
10am to 2pm  

 
 

Waimangaroa Fire Station Lounge  
All Welcome 

Granity Community Library           
Sunday 10.00 - 11.00am & 
Wednesday 2.00 - 3.00pm 

New members                                                
welcome 

Subs—Family $10, Single $7 

 

PARKRUN IN WESTPORT 
A free, friendly, enjoyable 

5km community run, jog or 
walk event every Saturday 
morning in Westport.  For 
more info you can register 

at www.parkrun.co.nz/
lostlagoon/ 

GIANT 

Chess                                       
Gold coin donation.  

Come in and play any time 
the Ngakawau Community 

Centre is open.  
(Set up required) 

ST PETER’S  
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

Want to learn about the    
Christian faith?  

Come and enjoy the        
presence of God, and a 
friendly welcome from     
everyone at St Peter’s 

Church.   

Sunday Service starts at 
10am, followed by a yummy 

morning tea.   

LAMINATING 
Posters, notices, photos etc  
Available at the Ngakawau   

Community Centre                                                                
A4, A3 and business-card sizes    

Protect your precious documents   
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COMMUNITY 
SPORT AND 

FITNESS 
 

GRANITY  
JUDO CLUB 

Monday Juniors 4.30pm 
with Sam Ph 027 3155747 

and Jai Ph 027 2177465 
Mon & Thurs  

5.30pm with Wayne ph  
021 027 64824 or Leah  

027 343 5903 
 

YOGA 
Mokihinui Hall 

Tues 5.00 - 6.15pm           
$10 Casual Class 

Tutor:   
Mandy Coleman  

Enquiries:  
Ph 021 292 2060 

 
Ngakawau  

Community Centre 
 @ 5pm 
Tutor: 

Debby Callaghan 
No Yoga on Friday July 10th 

Free Entry  

 
TABLE TENNIS 
The Lyric Theatre 

Mon 7—9pm 
Thu 4—6pm 

$3 entry 

 
PILATES 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
Thursdays from 9am 

Tutor: 
Deb Bell 

Free Entry  
LAST DAY JULY 23rd.  Back 

in September 

 
TAI CHI 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
Wednesdays 

No Tai Chi during school holidays 
10.00 - 11.30am 

$3 Entry  

 
 

KIDS PICKLEBALL 
Ngakawau Community Centre 

Sunday July 5th & 12th   
1 pm - 2pm  
Free Entry 

 NGAKAWAU TAVERN 

  DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY 

Winter hours 
Sunday-Thursday 11am - 7pm 

Friday & Saturday 11am - 7.30pm 
Ph orders till 6.30/7.00pm 

020 4014 5713 

 PIZZAS 

 FISH & CHIPS 

 BURGERS 

 TOASTED SAMMIES 

 BASIC HOME SUPPLIES 
(Bread/Milk  etc) 

 BAIT 

 COALFACE CHEESECAKES 

 ESPRESSO COFFEE 

 MILK SHAKES 

 PUB MEALS 

 HOME MADE PIES  & 

     BAKED GOODIES  

 ICE CREAMS 
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WANTED:                                                      
ORDINARY PEOPLE FOR EXTRAORDINARY THINGS  

Do your friends say you’re always first to help out? Do you enjoy being 
part of the community? Have you ever thought, “I wonder what it’s like 
riding in a fire truck?” The Granity Volunteer Fire Brigade is looking for 
new operational members to join our crew! No experience? No worries! 
We’ll provide all the training you need.  What we can’t teach is a       
willingness to help others and be part of a great team. 

As a volunteer firefighter, you’ll: 
• Help protect our community when it matters most 
• Learn valuable firefighting and emergency response skills 
• Meet a fantastic group of local people 
• Get involved in something genuinely rewarding 
 
Requirements: 
Be 16 years or older 
Be reliable and willing to learn 
Be able to stay calm under pressure 
Enjoy the occasional free sausage at brigade events  
 
We can’t promise you’ll look as cool as you think you do in the firefighting gear… but we can promise you’ll be 
making a real difference to your community. 
If you’ve been looking for a way to give back, challenge yourself, and be part of a team that’s always there when 
needed, now is the perfect time. 
Send us a message or Email to find out more or come along and meet the crew. 
glen.standing@fireandemergency.nz 
0274462225 

Or find us on Facebook 

Don’t assume someone else will turn up!  ….Be the someone  

Whoever is putting bags of 
dog poo under the    

Ngakawau Hall          
PLEASE DON’T! 

People working at the hall 
recently had to crawl 

through all these bags to  
access the fibre              

connection.  This is         
disgusting and really      

disrespectful of a            
community space. Please 
dispose of your dog’s poo 

in your council rubbish  
collection bags.  

mailto:Glen.standing@fireandemergency.co.nz
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UPDATE -  WATSON’S MILL TRAMWAY TRACK  

Even with unfavourable weather conditions a lot has 
been accomplished.  The hardy workers have benched 
by the collapsed tunnel.  It still needs widening. The 
deep creek has basic track needs - steps and gravel in 
the mud areas - that's next on the to do list.   

Jo has made a clearing for a helicopter to drop rope in 
an emergency.  This would save a lot of time and stress 
on an injured person.  Andrew has been back and 
cleared more track.  Finally seeing the “light at the end 
of the tunnel”.  

Next is to have DOC go through to see if its up to grade 
5 track.  Discussion on signage, and how to keep the 
historic areas from harm.  Allen has made 10 traps.  

We need to fundraise 
for 30 more traps and 
signage.  

 

No meeting this 
month.  

  
Volunteers still   

wanted.  
 

Saturdays 10am meet 
at Corner Onslow  and 

Greenfield Street.   

NEW BOOK RELEASE 

Raeve and Kaan return in 

the highly anticipated 

sequel to the #1                

internationally           

bestselling phenomenon, 

When The Moon 

Hatched. Prepare for 

more danger, magic,       

romance and dragons!  

 

Buller/Kawatiri 
Lewis hard at work on the track 
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COMMUNITY 

GROUP  

MEETINGS 

 
MASONIC LODGE  

Meets monthly at the 

Phoenix Lodge  

Masonic Centre  

51 Russel St Westport 

TOREA No. 121:             

2nd Wednesday 7.30pm                     

 
Secretary: Richard Currie 

Ph: 027 284 8536 
lodgetorea121nzc@gmail.com 

  

GRANITY COUNTRY       

PENSIONERS 

Monthly meeting &         

pot-luck lunch 1pm 

1st Saturday each month                

New Members Welcome  

HOUSIE  

Now in Westport 

Fortnightly from  

Wed 17th June 

Club Buller @ 7.00pm   

   Phone 027 789 6007 

  
WAIMANGAROA    

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  
 

Meet 1st Thursday         

of the month. Sergeant’s 

Hill Hall 5.30pm 

Everyone welcome.                        

 Phone  

Carol: 027 281 5347 

       Jo: 027 122 3315 

 

WAIMANGAROA     
RESERVE & HALL 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

Monthly Meeting  

1st Sunday of every month 

4pm—Domain Hall 

 
BUILLER BAYS 
PLAYGROUP 

 

Tuesdays 10am-12  
Far end of Granity School   

Thanks to Bathurst Resources 

Ltd for sponsorship 

 

 
 

The last shift  

The last shift of Millerton Mine - bringing out machinery to be stored.  

November 1969. 

The final underground shift at the Millerton Mine concluded in November 1969, 
bringing an end to an era of subterranean coal extraction that began in 1896.       

The closure of the underground workings was largely due to diminishing economic 
viability and severe spontaneous combustion issues  

Source  https:// westcoast.recollect.co.nz  

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

Now Stocking 
& Selling     
Endurant 
Batteries 
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The Past Revisited, Memories in Northern Buller 

(by Lynne Maguire) 

Historic recollections – my West Coast story 

It was raining, not just a gentle fall, but a teeming, unrelenting West Coast thunderstorm. The dark sky at Black’s 

Point Domain lit up as thunder rumbled, crashed, and boomed around us. We were on holiday in a pop-up caravan 

with a canvas awning. The children were asleep in the caravan, and we were in the awning, aware of the pool of 

water gathering above our heads. I’m not sure why, but it was during that storm that my then-boyfriend asked me 

to marry him. My response? I had one condition: “Please promise me we will never live on the West Coast”. So, 

with that settled, we continued with our lives; we married, had two more children, moved, changed jobs, and 

grew older.  

It was time to make our dream a reality, with land that would allow us to live as self-sufficient as practicable. I was 

working, so Laurie went on a buying trip. He looked at properties from Karamea to South Westland and found one 

he liked. It was just outside Greymouth. “No,” I wailed. “Not Greymouth. I can’t live there!” We didn’t buy; we 

waited. A year later, a local land agent called us about a property in Northern Buller. This time we both came to 

look. We climbed a scrubby hill overlooking the Mokihinui River, and both knew it was the place. It took time, 

effort and money, but we chipped away and made this place our home.  

You might be thinking, "A nice story, Lynne, but where is the history?" Fair point, but here’s the thing:  my          

maternal grandmother was born in Westport in 1910. I knew that, but very little else, so I decided to try my hand 

at researching my family tree. If any of you have ever been down the family history rabbit hole, you’ll know what a 

warren it turns out to be, with twists and turns in all sorts of unexpected directions.  

I learned that my great-grandfather worked on the railways 

in Westport, served in a cavalry regiment during the Boer 

War, and met my great-grandmother in Australia. They 

raised a family in Westport and possibly took in boarders 

who lived on Adderley St, later moving to Queen Street. 

They survived the 1926 Buller River flood, only just, having 

to climb out of windows. The only possession saved was the 

family Bible, now in the possession of one of my cousins. 

They are both buried in the Orowaiti Middle Cemetery. 

There are questions and more to learn, but I was very      

interested in the West Coast connection I had.  

Not long after learning about this, I discovered that my    

maternal grandfather also had a connection to the Coast. 

His grandfather came to Dunedin from Venice. I think he was a bit of a rogue, as he left his wife and children in 

Runanga and made a new life for himself in Auckland. Life was hard, and his daughter (my great-grandmother) 

married young to a miner in Runanga, and they lived there for some time. I think they had about 9 children, 

though the information I’ve found is patchy. My great-grandfather must have made some money, because they 

sold up and bought a farm just outside Birchfield. They were buried in the Waimangaroa Cemetery. Unfortunately, 

the records were lost in a fire, and I haven’t found a tombstone. I still have relatives from that family line living 

locally. 

I could write more, but suffice to say my West Coast connection has become very real to me. I can call myself a 

Coaster, and do so with pride. The connections I have found through my family history have given me a true sense 

of identity and a place I recognise as home. The very nature of being a Coaster gets into the marrow of your bones 

and becomes part of who you are. I love this place and dearly hope to live out my days peacefully in the place I 

know as home.  

 

Note: I have purposefully not named my ancestors, as I have not made contact with some of my family lineage, 

and, out of respect for them, don’t feel that this public space is the right forum to do so. However, if my story 

matches yours … please, I’d love to hear from you and learn more. mystories.lynne@gmail.com   

Westport – Palmerston St - 5/11/1926                             
Photo credit: West Coast New Zealand history 

mailto:mystories.lynne@gmail.com
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National helplines 
Need to talk?  

 
Free call or text 1737 any 
time for support from a 

trained counsellor.  

Lifeline  – 0800 543 354 or free text 4357 
(HELP) 

Youthline  – 0800 376 633, or free text  234  

Samaritans – 0800 726 666 

Suicide Crisis Helpline – 0508 828 865  

 Do you have an interest in healthcare 
in Northern Buller? 

 Do you have any concerns about 
healthcare in Northern Buller? 

The Trust is an advocate for community 
health in our region.  Please contact us for 

a membership form.   

northernbullerhealthtrust@gmail.com 
022 464 5232 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help us provide you with the best care, please book appointments in 
advance rather than dropping into the clinic.  Appointments are       
scheduled in 20-minute intervals, and this time is dedicated to you. If you 
have a complex concern, please let our receptionist know so they can 
book a double appointment for you. We also offer telehealth (video) GP 
appointments, supported by our rural nurse specialists. 

Ka Ora Telecare provides after-hours health advice and treatment on 
weeknights (5pm to 8am) and 24/7 on weekends and public holidays. 

  0800 252 672 or visit https://kaora.co.nz/app/ to connect. 

In a life-threatening emergency, always dial 111. 

Appointment availability 

NEWS FROM THE NORTHERN BULLER HEALTH TRUST      

After an unfortunate day back in March,  the Trust learnt that not 
only did the Ngakawau Clinic not have power due to an outage, 
but they also had no back-up water supply when there was      
routine maintenance of the local reticulated supply.  

After discussions between the Trust and the Ngakawau/Hector 
Water Society, it was agreed that the clinic needed an                
independent water supply for emergency situations.  Thanks to 
Hugh Tyler, the Water Society team and their connections 
through Mitre 10 Westport and RX Plastics in Christchurch, a 
30,000L tank was delivered on site on the 7th of June. This will 
now be connected to the clinic for rain water collection and will 
be treated. Not only will this tank be a supply for the clinic, but 
also the community in case of any major blowouts or damage to 
the existing water supply. RX Plastics has also provided an outlet 
for the tank.  We thank everyone involved especially RX Plastics 
for their wonderful donation to our community. 

Workers in public-facing   
sectors such as retail, public 
transport, emergency       
services and healthcare have 
reported more frequent and 
sometimes serious abuse in 
recent years. There is also an 
increase in on-line bullying. 

 
"Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you 

know nothing about, be kind always."  

https://1737.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/
https://www.youthline.co.nz/
https://www.samaritans.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/services/suicide-crisis-helpline
https://kaora.co.nz/app/
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Power Board Electrical Ltd. 
 Specials for Heat Pumps 

A wide variety of sizes are available  
We specialise in floor consoles 

 

Free measure & quotes  
call Clive 027 252 6417 

HEAT PUMPS 

 

 

 

TPP Trades Campus, Coates St  
Westport  

website: www.tpp.ac.nz 
Westport and Greymouth courses available.   

Freephone 0800 800 411 

TECH SAVVY DROP-IN SESSIONS  

Every third Thursday of the month  

Between 10am and 2pm.   

The next one will be on July 16th 

Don’t miss your next opportunity to work with    

local IT tutor Marie Rodley who has had decades of 

experience in the IT industry.   

Thanks to Buller REAP for supporting 

this initiative 

 WiFi provided by the Ngakawau           
Community Centre 

Check out Marie’s Device Advice Tech tips 
on Page 5 
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 COUNCIL ENQUIRIES    

If you have concerns 
about Buller District  

Council  related matters 
feel free to contact your 

Seddon Ward Councillors. 
Rosalie Sampson 

Ph 782 6745 or 027 3567388                                                            

Toni O’Keefe 
Ph 0273 671 315 

You can also lodge a     
service request at         

bullerdc.govt.nz/do-it-
online/request-a-service 
If your request is urgent 
(e.g. excessive noise or 
flooding), please phone 

0800 807 239.  
 

CIVIL DEFENCE 

To contact the Buller     
Emergency Management 
Officer phone 789 7999  

Or follow us on Facebook -
www.facebook.com/

BullerCD/ 

Local Coordinators: 
Ian Mulholland  
Ph 021 771 342 

(Seddonville) 

Tony McNabb 
Ph 021 176 6391 

(Mokihinui) 

Bart Gillman 
Ph 021 025 76634 

(Granity/Ngakawau) 

 Tania Hammond  
Ph 022 612 7353 

(Millerton) 

Geoff Dark 
Ph 021 734 131  

(Hector) 

BOIL WATER 
NOTICE 

Ngakawau-Hector           
Water Society Incorporated 

All consumers on our Water 
Supply are reminded that all  
water intended for drinking 

and food preparation should be 
boiled for at least three 

minutes before use.                           

Contacts for this water supply: 

Dick Marsh - 782 8258 
Hugh Tyler - 782 8500 

 RAIN STAYS AWAY FOR GRANITY’S NIGHT MARKET 
MORE PICS COMING - AUGUST BBB 

https://www.facebook.com/BullerCD/
https://www.facebook.com/BullerCD/
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This historical pictorial record of 
the first six years of the Buller  
Mining Districts Community     

Centre Society (1947 to 1953) has 
been carefully reproduced and is 

now available for $3.50.  
 

Proceeds to the      
Ngakawau Community Centre 

TOREA GALLERY UPDATE 

This month Torea Gallery and Studios is thrilled to 
host Granity Craft Group’s Exhibition running from 
13 June to 24 July. 

This exhibition includes beautiful quilting, cozy knitwear, 
intricate paste-work and even birds nests!    
We also welcome Wendy to Torea Gallery and have her 
unique handcrafted jewellery and crystal mobiles on     
display. 

 

GRANITY SCHOOL NEWS 
This term, we were delighted to welcome Ivan and Ayla Croft to Granity Kura. This is an especially      
significant enrolment for our kura, as Ivan and Ayla are Annie's grandchildren and represent the fourth 
generation of their whānau to attend Granity Kura, following in the footsteps of their great-grandfather, 
grandfather, aunt, and uncle. We are always excited to welcome new enrolments, and it has been    
wonderful to see how inclusive and welcoming our tamariki are to new students joining us.   Annie has 
been working at Granity School for 14 years as Office Manager. We are fortunate to have her knowledge, 
experience, and expertise. Her dedication and hard work help keep our school running smoothly, and we 
greatly appreciate all that she does for our students, staff, and community. Thank you Annie, for your 
continued commitment to Granity School. 
A highlight this term has of course, been the visit from Harold and Kelly. Our junior students thoroughly 
enjoyed learning about the human body, while our senior students engaged in valuable discussions and 
activities focused on leadership. It was a bittersweet experience for our Year 8 students, who said their 
final farewell to Harold. As Harold only visits primary schools, this marks the end of a special part of 
their primary school journey. We are sure they will take many fond memories of his visits with them as 
they move on to the next stage of their education. 
A big thank you to the Westport Garden Centre for their generous $500 donation towards our Garden 
to Table project. We greatly appreciate their support and look forward to putting this contribution to 
good use in our garden. Thank you! 
This week we are excited to welcome Paris Tainui to the school to inspire our tamariki to create artwork 
based on our school narrative. Using the students’ inspiration and ideas, new panels will be created and 
displayed in the school entrance way. We are looking forward to seeing this exciting project develop, so 
watch this space.  
Fabric and Fibre has been our art focus this term. Through a range of hands-on activities, children      
explored different textiles, fibres, and materials while developing their creativity and fine motor skills. 
The senior students used fabric to create a stitched and layered textile picture, while the juniors cut felt, 
folded, and arranged to form a playful flower-like character with googly eyes and a smiling face. These 
projects allowed students to investigate how fabrics and fibres can be manipulated, layered, and    
transformed into creative works of art. 
As Term 2 draws to a close, we are already looking ahead and planning for an exciting Term 3. There is 
plenty to look forward to, including the Kapa Haka Festival, speech competitions, and science               
investigations. 

We often find ourselves commenting on how busy the term has been, only 
to say the same thing again the following term! While our days are certainly 
full, we wouldn’t have it any other way. There is a wonderfully positive    
atmosphere around our kura, with students actively engaged in learning and 
school life. 
As always, we warmly welcome visitors and new enrolments 
and look forward to sharing all that our kura has to offer. 
Ngā mihi, 
Nikki Smith 
Principal 

Mason Potts Year 8 - last 
Harold Visit 

Ivan & Ayla Croft - new 
enrolments 

Eli & Isaiah with their 
pencil characters 
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 Painter    
Qualified, reliable, established local painter 
and decorator with 20+ years experience. 

Interior and exterior, high standard of finish, 
weatherboard houses and ladder work      

specialist, references available on request 

Call Mark on 027 304 4697  

Millerton  
Community Hall 

Available for hire.  
For more info  
contact Tania  
022 612 7353 

 
Mokihinui 

Domain Hall 

Lovely cosy space 
with adjacent 
campground 

kitchen  
For more info  
contact Jane:  
027 274 7223 

 
Ngakawau  

Community  
Centre 

Hall with kitchen,     
supper room. 

Chairs & trestle 
tables for hire. 
Giant Chess set 

Reasonable rates. 
Ph: 782 8276 

 
The  

Lyric Theatre 
Granity 

Email 
events@thelyric.nz  

 
Waimangaroa  
Domain Reserve 

Hall 

For info  
Contact Bev:  

(03) 789 9079 or  
021 032 0311       

Waimanga-
roarrd@gmail.com  

 
Waimangaroa  

Community 
Centre 

Currently closed  
Under long-term 

hire 

HALLS FOR HIRE 

JT ELECTRICAL 
Domestic - RV - Marine 
Switchboard Upgrades 

Solar - Off Grid 
 

Friendly, affordable, reliable 
Call James on 021 328 346 

Main Rd, Waimangaroa 

House Painting | Exterior | Interior | Roof 
Painting  
Gardening/Tree/Hedge Pruning| Rental 
Properties Maintenance  
  
Contact: Terence Amies t.a.painting@outlook.co.nz  

 03 789 6580 |020 4141 0169 

BULLER PLUMBING LTD 

Domestic & Commercial 

Installations 

  Maintenance  

 

Mike Best     Ph. (03) 782 8383 
                  or      Cell 027 482 8383 

Advertising Space Needed? 

This spot could be yours for only            

$10 per month. 

Contact the BBB at the Ngakawau                  

Community Centre for more info:  

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz or 03 7828276 

mailto:Waimangaroarrd@gmail.com
mailto:Waimangaroarrd@gmail.com
mailto:t.a.painting@outlook.co.nz
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St. Peters Church News  
This is an open invitation to visit with our family. The church congregation at St Peters your local     
community church (Anglican) in Torea Street Granity. All are welcome from any area or region. 

Most of you will know someone who attends our little church. It is your church too...an integral 
part of our Buller Bay  community. Simply put we are ordinary folk from ordinary backgrounds. 
We have the same hopes dreams and fears experienced by us all in these topsy-turvy and       
uncertain times. 

We are a collection of human beings and do not always get it right! Yet a foundational aim of Christianity is to love 
others as much as you would love yourself. So no matter your circumstances and station in life. Come.  

You are welcome.  

We will be there for you without judgement or pressure.  

No you do not have to be a Christian or follower of faith all ready. Come as you are. 

We have a service at 10am every Sunday. 

Greetings from your local Constable  

Wow—what a wet start to winter. Although we haven’t seen much sun, I am pleased that the weather hasn’t had 
too great an effect on our roads in terms of flooding or slips. 
As I alluded to last month, I’ve been working on something that I can now share with you. I recently located a large 
macrocarpa bench seat at a house of interest and was able to identify it as the same seat that was stolen in late 
2025 from a DOC rest/interpretation area on McCullums Mill Road in Karamea, near the Oparara Arches. The seat 
has been recovered and returned to DOC, and the matter is now before the courts. A 22-year-old male has been 
charged with offences including receiving stolen property. 
It is a real shame that a small number of individuals in the community continue to take advantage of others, either 
through theft or by recklessly or knowingly receiving items likely to have been stolen.  Unfortunately, these         
individuals have a significant impact on the community, as well as on the rights and sense of safety of law-abiding 
citizens. Drug use and addiction often play a major role in these situations, and we all have a part to play in         
addressing the issue by refusing to accept this behaviour and/or enabling those involved. 
I have also recently been required to assist with a number of shifts in Westport due to gaps in the roster caused by 
vacancies that are proving difficult to fill. While this has meant some time away from our local area, I am pleased 
to report that the demand for my assistance there is now easing, thanks to short-term relievers from outside the 
area helping to cover those positions. 
I am disappointed to report that there have been several instances of unacceptable disorder and abuse directed at 
individuals and service organisations in our community. Unfortunately, we are not exempt from the nationwide 
decline in behaviour, including an increase in divisiveness, entitlement, and antisocial conduct. In simple terms, 
this amounts to selfish behaviour by adults lacking self-control and respect for others. Again, I suspect drugs are 
likely involved, and we all have a role to play by refusing to accept or enable such behaviour. It was also concerning 
to receive a report of indecent exposure last month, where a victim was targeted by a semi-transient male staying 
in the area. A 50-year-old male has been charged with performing an indecent act with intent to offend and has 
been remanded in custody as a result. Incidents like this are a reminder that such offending does occur, and it is 
important to remain aware and take steps to ensure personal safety. 
Finally, I had hoped to update you on the outcome of the initial Stockton protest by environmental extremists over 
Easter 2025. However, the court decision has been delayed until the end of August 2026. There are currently no 
updates regarding the two subsequent protest activities, which also remain before the courts. It is expected that 
representatives of the same group may return in some capacity, and planning and preparation for this is ongoing. 
Please continue to be vigilant and report anything suspicious. 
As always, I appreciate the continued support and cooperation of the community. If you have any concerns or   
information, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Your input plays an important role in keeping our community 
safe. 
Emergencies (happening now): Call 111  
Non-urgent matters (already happened): Call 105  
If the station is unmanned, use the phone at the station door—it connects directly to 105.Stay safe, 
Constable Paul Cannell 
Granity Police Station 
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YOUR                     
CONTRIBUTIONS  

for the  

AUGUST 
Edition of the  

Buller Bays        
Bulletin  

must be received 
by the Ngakawau    

Community Centre 
by 

  
Midday Monday 
20th July 2026 

Email:  
nbcrc@actrix.co.nz 

Ph 03 7828276 
_________ 

 

 

THE NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(Resources and Information for residents and visitors to our District) 

The Buller Bays Bulletin – a free        

community newsletter produced 11 

times a year and delivered between 

Seddonville and Waimangaroa.         

The newsletter started being produced 

in 1990 and 36 years later is still           

going strong!  

The Centre has a high 

quality photocopier      

capable of managing a 

variety of printing or   

scanning jobs in colour or 

black & white.  

A4 and A3 sizes 

Card available 

Services include computer 

access, Wi-Fi available,     

laminating, envelopes, 

stamps, CV preparation,   

business cards, flyers, posters 

and typing services. Lots of 

info on events and other  

activities that are happening 

in our community.  Hall  

bookings can be made for 

sport, events or meetings. 

PICKLEBALL! 
Kids, now’s your chance over the school holidays 

to have a go at this fun activity that combines  
elements of tennis, badminton, and ping-pong! 

Adults Tuesdays 10:30 - 11:30am  
Last day 14th July 
 
Kids Sundays 1 - 2pm.   
July 5th and 12th only 
           

Equipment provided.    
 

Tai Chi for Health & Balance 

Low impact, relaxing alongside a brain workout. 

Seated form too if folk have mobility issues. 
First and foremost - fun! 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
With tutor Sylvia 

WEDNESDAYS 10.00am (for a special 
half hour focussed on balance) 
Full Class 10:30am til 11:30am 

$3 entry per person 

 

NO TAI CHI DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

TECH SAVVY DROP-INS  
Marie will be here to help you work through 
those pesky device problems you’ve always 

had, but have never been able to fix!   

Next session Thursday July 16th 10am til 2pm.             

PRINTING/SCANNING 
THE BBB (OUR COMMUNITY 

NEWSLETTER) 
OTHER SERVICES 

WHAT’S ON AT THE NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY CENTRE 

WHERE: Ngakawau Community Centre Hall 

WHEN:  FRIDAYS from 5pm (No yoga July 10th - Matariki) 

COST: Free 

 
For more info or to register: debby@perc.nz 
 

Find your calm.                                     

Build your strength.                          

Move at your pace. 

WHERE: Ngakawau Community Centre Hall 

WHEN:  THURSDAYS - Last day July 23rd.  Back in Sept. 

- 9AM - First class of the day          
- 10AM – one for the parents with young children and bubs.*  
*no childminding available; children will remain the responsibility of the parent  

COST: Free  

Contact Info theothaclanger@hotmail.co.nz             

Phone – 0277127506     

Matwork Pilates with Deb B 

Friendly Community Yoga class  

PLEASE NOTE DUE TO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AND MATARIKI, SOME 
CLASSES HAVE LIMITED DAYS IN JULY.  PLEASE CHECK THESE    

NOTICES FOR DETAILS. 

mailto:debby@perc.nz

