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30a Main Road, Ngakawau  
Phone 782 8276     
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Martin Sweetman (left) & Alan Merrett complete 
painting at the Granity Cenotaph site 

 
 
 

They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning 

We will remember them. 

The Granity/Waimangaroa branch of the Westport Returned Services Association has    

almost completed a tidy-up and improvements to the Granity Cenotaph surrounds in   

preparation for a special celebration at this year’s Anzac Remembrance Day on April 25th.  

This year marks 100 years since the cenotaph was officially unveiled on April 8th 1926.    

The surrounding nib walls at the site have been water-blasted and painted and a new    

concrete path poured to the cenotaph and memorial plaques. Better lighting for the       

ceremony has also been purchased.  Also keep an eye out for an amazing mural soon to 

appear on the side of the library thanks to funding from the Granity Op Shop. For Anzac 

service times and places locally, please see page 2. 

New concrete thanks to Adams Construction Ltd and 
funding from Buller District Council Parks & Reserves  

 War memorial unveiled 
at Granity 8th April, 1926. 
Source  https:// westcoast.recollect.co.nz   
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NGAKAWAU 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 
 

***SERVICES***  

 photocopying 

 colour & b&w 

 laminating 

 coloured paper 

 envelopes 

 typing 

 internet access 

 CV writing 

 business cards 

 flyers 

 posters 

***HOURS*** 

9am - 2pm 

Monday - Friday 

(excl. public holidays) 

Ph: 782 8276 
Email: 

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz  

www.nth-buller.co.nz 

BBB 
Buller Bays Bulletin 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Whole page 

$60 

Half page 

$45 

 Quarter Page 

$25 

13.5cm x 13cm 

$30 

10.5cm x 7.5cm 

$15 

 7.5cm x 5cm 

$10 

TECH SAVVY DROP-IN SESSIONS CONTINUE IN APRIL 

A GREAT turnout for the Tech Savvy session held at the      

Ngakawau Community Centre last month.  The centre teamed 

up with Buller REAP and Heartland Services to offer the device 

advice sessions every third Thursday of the month between 

10am and 2pm.  The next one will be on April 16th. 

Don’t miss your next opportunity to work with local IT tutor  

Marie Rodley who has had decades of  experience in the             

IT industry.   

 

Daylight Saving Ending 

Daylight saving in New Zealand ends 

on   Sunday,  5 April 2026, at 3:00 AM, when 

clocks are turned backward one hour to 2:00 

AM (NZST). This marks 

the return to New 

Zealand Standard 

Time (NZST) after the 

summer period  

REMEMBERING ANZAC DAY 

In 1915 Australian and New  Zealand 

soldiers formed part of the allied      

expedition that set out to capture the 

Gallipoli Peninsula.   

The plan was to capture                     

Constantinople (now Istanbul), capital 

of the Ottoman Empire and an ally of 

the Germans.   

They landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 

meeting fierce resistance from the  

Turkish defenders.   

The assault rapidly became a stalemate, 

dragging on for eight long months.   

By the end of 1915, the allied forced 

were evacuated after both sides had 

suffered heavy casualties.  Around 

14,000 soldiers from New Zealand were 

involved in the fighting and of these, 

almost 3000 were killed and 5000    

injured.   
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WHEN ARE WE OPEN 

Cowshed Café  
 (Gentle Annie) 

Open daily 9am-6pm 
For dinner hours email     

thefolk@gentleannie.co.nz  
 

Seddonville Hotel 
Open Tues to Sun  

2pm til close 
Closed Mondays 

 
Pub N Grub - Mokihinui 

Daily 2pm til late 
 

Hector Country Music  
Heritage Museum 
Open most days 

8am - 5pm 
 

JK’s Corner Store  
(Hector) 

Mon-Fri 8am -7pm 
Sat-Sun 9am - 5pm  

(see page 11 for Easter Hours) 

 
Ngakawau Tavern 

Bar Hours: 
11am - 1am 

 
Coalface Café &  

Takeaways (Ngakawau)                   
Sunday - Thursday  

11am - 7.30pm 
Friday & Saturday 

11am - 8.00pm 
(see page 7 for Easter Hours) 

Ph orders til 7pm 
020 4014 5713  

 
Granity Library 

Open Sun 10 -11am  
Open Wed 2—3pm  

 
Granity Op Shop 

Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 
1pm - 4pm 

Sat & Sun 11am - 2pm 

 
Torea Gallery & Studios 

(Granity) 
Summer Hours 

10am - 4pm (7 days) til April 
20th (see page 19) 

 
Northern Buller Museum 

(Granity) 
1-3pm most days.   

Contact: Derek  021 159 1122 
 

The Scullery  
(Waimangaroa) 
Monday-Friday  

7am - 3pm 
Sat & Sun  9am - 2pm 

The Scullery 
  Coffee & More at 

Waimangaroa….. 
  Bev & Johnny Morrow                                 

  

7 days Monday - Friday: 7.00am - 3pm  

Saturday & Sunday: 9.00am - 2pm 

Phone:  021 032 0311 

Email: scullery8@gmail.com 

Delicious home baking! 

Early bird special -          

2 stamps on your card 

for your morning    

Coffee or Hot Chocolate 

TEAMWATSON  
WATSON’S MILL TRAMWAY TRACK - March Progress 

The Holland side main track is finished with a little titivating, and regrowth is already 
happening. The weather has been perfect, track steps and benches done.  A big 
thanks to the two out of town helpers, sadly they have left for home. If you would 
like to help we have a Working Team every Saturday 10 am meeting at Onslow St 
corner.  We supply secateurs and other useable tools or bring-your-own.  21 March 
will be on D.O.C. land, making a track around the slip 
and benching for the next four Saturdays with the 
aim of reaching the first mill site. For those of us not 
as physical, there is cutty grass,  small brush and the 
entrance on the list. Inger Perkins and Dan Wildy 
(pictured) from the Walking Access Commission 
came to discuss how to put the easement on the  
Holland land.  Jo, Lewis and Heather took Inger and 
Dan on track so they would see first hand what we 
want to preserve for generations to come.    

Meeting 8th April  at Pensioners Hall at 6.30pm 

NGAKAWAU SWIMMING POOL KEYHOLDER REFUNDS 
Wow! This year the pool was open for the longest time in recent 
memory.  Despite intermittent day temps over the summer months the 
pool was open for swimming for several weeks longer than usual.  
Great to see after the effort that went into its renovation last year.  A 
reminder to key-holders that your keys can now be returned to the 
Ngakawau Community Centre for a refund.  Please include your name 
and bank account number for the refund to go into.   

IMPORTANT DEADLINE! -  REQUEST YOUR REFUND BEFORE APRIL 20th  

mailto:thefolk@gentleannie.co.nz
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CAN-B Monthly Update  

Northern Buller Online Banking Support Day 
Thursday 16th April, 11am – 1:30pm, Ngakawau Community Centre 
The banks are coming to you! 
Community feedback: IT support is needed in Northern-Buller,          
particularly surrounding online banking. 
What has been actioned: 
CAN-B’s Connector engaged IT tutor Marie, Ngakawau Community   
Centre and Buller REAP to fund monthly ‘IT Savvy’ drop-in sessions. 
Your Connector engaged local banks (ASB, KiwiBank and Westpac) to 
host an Online Banking Support Day in Northern Buller. (NBS unable to 
attend due to current staff shortages). 
Day Itinerary: 16th April at Ngakawau Community Centre: 
9-10am: Try a FREE Pilates class with Deb 
Grab a coffee from ‘Cactus Café’s’ Coffee Cart which will be stationed at 
Ngakawau Community Centre for the day 
10am: IT Tutor Marie is on hand to help with drop-in IT queries. Bring 
your devices (laptops / iPads / tablets / smart phones) to Marie who can 
help download your banking apps prior to the banks arriving. 
11am – 1:30pm: Bank staff arrive to support the community with online 
banking queries 
1-1 in-person drop-in sessions for online banking questions and         
support. Set up online banking, schedule automatic payments, pay bills 
+ more! 
Advice on being ‘safe and savvy’ online to avoid scams and frauds 
Bring valid photo ID (passport / drivers licence / Kiwi Access Card/18+ 
Card) Bring your devices   
Chess Club 
On hold due to a change in management at Westport Library.            
New manager’s availability for this initiative to be obtained. 
Team Watson 
CAN-B to support Team Watson as an umbrella fundholder and RealMe 
account access, enabling Team Watson to apply for a vital Lotto Grant 
needed to progress their track build.  
Art Workshops 
Torea Gallery is engaging local artists to put together workshops for you 
all to enjoy over the winter months. Do you have an artistic skill to 
share with your community? Pop into Torea Gallery and speak to    
Mandy / Tania about this initiative. 

NEXT CAN-B PUBLIC MEETING: Thursday 9th 
April, 6:30pm at Millerton Hall  

NEW BOOK RELEASE 

The World            

According to Snoopy 

Good grief, the       
Peanuts friends are a 

pretty wise bunch 
(they are 75 years old, 

after all!). Learn a 
thing or two from 
them in this lovely 

little book!  
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Eggs, bunnies and Jesus Christ 
Easter is the most important Christian holiday, celebrating the belief that Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead three days after being crucified. It symbolises the victory of life over death, the forgiveness of 
sins, and the promise of new beginnings. Easter in New Zealand is a four-day weekend (Good Friday to   
Easter Monday) that blends religious traditions with autumn school holidays, chocolate treats, and  
family time. It is a time of "new life" and "new beginnings," often celebrated with roast lamb, egg hunts, and hot cross buns.  
Good Friday: This is the day Christians remember Jesus being nailed to a cross (crucifixion). It is called "Good" because it was a 
"holy" or good act of love, though it is a sad story. Easter Sunday: On this day, Jesus' friends found his tomb empty. He had 
come back to life (resurrection), which Christians celebrate as a victory over death, proving Jesus is the son of God. 

Greetings from your local Constable  

I’m pleased to let you all know that I have now returned from parental leave —and I’m happy to report that the 
population of Granity has increased by one with the safe arrival of our newest  family member. 
While I was away, it was a fairly busy period for the area. Police dealt with several disorder-related incidents  
involving an individual who was subsequently remanded in custody.  Thank you to everyone who supported our 
staff during that time and provided information when needed. 
Since returning to duty, I assisted other staff with a search warrant in our area connected to a series of burglaries 
across the wider region. Offenders were mainly targeting power tools and trailers. As a result of the warrant, a 
30 year old male and a 45 year old female have been charged. 
This is a timely reminder to think about security—particularly for sheds, outbuildings, and unoccupied properties. 
Please ensure you record serial numbers, take photographs, and mark or engrave tools with a unique identifier. 
These steps significantly improve the chances of stolen items being recovered and returned. 
Regarding the Easter protesters from the initial Stockton Mine incident, the matter remains before the court. 
Further proceedings are scheduled in the coming months before an outcome will be known. 
As for the second 23-day protest, there is currently no update, and that matter is likely heading to trial later in 
the year. Environmental activists continue to frequent the wider area. Please remain vigilant so we can prevent 
any unlawful activity that may disrupt our community. 
My focus on road policing continues, with attention on seatbelt compliance, alcohol and drug impairment, cell 
phone use while driving and speed, i was disappointed to hear that during the summer period, the booze bus 
issued a number of excess breath alcohol infringement notices in our area. Please don’t take the risk of driving 
after consuming alcohol—even if your destination is “just down the road.” The potential consequences simply 
aren’t worth it. 
If you ever see something that doesn’t look right, or if you have concerns, please get in touch. Your information 
helps keep our community safe. 
Emergencies (happening now): Call 111  
Non-urgent matters (already happened): Call 105  
If the station is unmanned, use the phone at the station door—it connects directly to 105. 
Stay safe, 
Constable Paul Cannell 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

BULLER FINANCIAL       

MENTORING SERVICE  

Free confidential 
advice about money 

and debt matters 
Ph 789 8080 

Text 021 08303263 
wpoffice@bullerbudget.nz 

AA 

Meets 7.30pm  
Every Tuesday             

St Canice’s Church 
Hall, Westport 

Contact: 
Gary  

027 7516 555 

BULLER CITIZENS  
ADVICE BUREAU 
At the CAB we try to 

help people to know & 
understand their rights 
and obligations & how 
to use this information 

to get the best           
outcomes, provide   

people with the          
confidence & support 

they need to take      
action, & work for     

positive social change 
within communities & 

wider society. We     
provide a free &        

independent service to 
all.   Contact CAB on 

0800 367 222 or  
789 8388. 

 
Visit us at the Clock Tower, 

Westport.  

Mon – Fri 10am – 1pm 

 CRAFT 
GROUP  

EVERY FRIDAY!              
10am to 2pm  

 
 

Waimangaroa Fire Station Lounge  
All Welcome 

Granity Community Library           
Sunday 10.00 - 11.00am & 
Wednesday 2.00 - 3.00pm 

New members                                                
welcome 

Subs—Family $10, Single $7 

 

PARKRUN IN WESTPORT 
A free, friendly, enjoyable 

5km community run, jog or 
walk event every Saturday 
morning in Westport.  For 
more info you can register 

at www.parkrun.co.nz/
lostlagoon/ 

GIANT 

Chess                                       
Gold coin donation.  

Come in and play any time 
the Ngakawau Community 

Centre is open.  
(Set up required) 

ST PETER’S  
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

Want to learn about the    
Christian faith?  

Come and enjoy the        
presence of God, and a 
friendly welcome from     
everyone at St Peter’s 

Church.   

Sunday Service starts at 
10am, followed by a yummy 

morning tea.   

LAMINATING 
Posters, notices, photos etc  
Available at the Ngakawau   

Community Centre                                                                
A4, A3 and business-card sizes    

Protect your precious documents   
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COMMUNITY 
SPORT AND 

FITNESS 
 

GRANITY  
JUDO CLUB 

Monday Juniors 4.30pm 
with Sam Ph 027 3155747 

and Jai Ph 027 2177465 
Mon & Thurs  

5.30pm with Wayne ph  
021 027 64824 or Leah  

027 343 5903 
 

YOGA 
Mokihinui Hall 

Tues 5.30 - 6.45pm           
$10 Casual Class 

Tutor:   
Mandy Coleman  

Enquiries:  
Ph 021 292 2060 

 
Ngakawau Community Centre 

Fridays @ 5pm 
Tutor: 

Debby Callaghan 
Free Entry  

 
PILATES 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
Thursdays from 9am 

Tutor: 
Deb Bell 

Free Entry  

 
TABLE TENNIS 
The Lyric Theatre 

Mon 7—9pm 
Thu 4—6pm 

$3 entry 

 
TAI CHI 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
Wednesdays 

(No classes April 8th & 15th)  
10.00 - 11.30am 

$3 Entry  

 
PICKLEBALL 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
Tuesdays  

10.30am - 11.30am 
Starts April 14th 

Sundays   
1 pm - 2pm  

Starts April 19th 

Both Free Entry 

 

 NGAKAWAU TAVERN 

   OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11AM 

    PH 020 401 45713 

   DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY 

 

 

 PIZZAS 

 FISH & CHIPS 

 BURGERS 

 TOASTED SAMMIES 

 BASIC HOME SUPPLIES 
(Bread/Milk  etc) 

 BAIT 

 COALFACE CHEESECAKES 

 ESPRESSO COFFEE 

 MILK SHAKES 

 PUB MEALS 

 HOME MADE PIES  & 

     BAKED GOODIES  

 ICE CREAMS 
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Affordable, upfront pricing for locals 

  Landlords:  
• Income & expenses tracked for 1–3 rentals  
• Clear, tidy records ready for tax time  

  Tradies & Small Businesses:  
• One-off system setup 

  • Ongoing support as needed  
• Fill-in contractor available (10–15 hrs/wk) 
to keep your admin flowing  

  Regular reporting so you always know where you 
stand.  

  Help at tax time so you can focus on your work.  
 
Using any software you prefer, or we can help set 

you up with the right tools for your business.   

Email today to for a no obligation chat about how we 
can get your admin and books sorted.  

Email: paul@proactiveadmin.co.nz  
Website:  www.proactiveadmin.co.nz  

Your friendly, local bookkeeping support 

 

 

 

Coffee/Hot-Cold Drinks/Pies/Homemade 
Baking/Cheese Rolls plus many more tasty 

options.  Loyalty Hot Drink Card  

EFTPOS  AVAILABLE 
 

 
Hours/ Days Open 

Monday-Friday 

9am to 2pm in Granity   

located at 97 Torea Street 

(opposite the Op Shop) 

GRANITY SCHOOL NEWS 
Term 1 has started very positively here at Granity Kura. 
We have loved welcoming three new students into our 
junior space, who have settled in amazingly well! 
One of our highlights this term has been swimming at 
the Ngakawau Pool. A huge thank you and shout-out 
to Pat Dudley, who generously volunteered her time to 
teach lifesaving skills to our tamariki. They really en-
joyed learning how to wear life jackets correctly, and 
swimming in clothes helped emphasise the reality of falling out of a boat—what can happen and 
how to keep ourselves safe in that situation. 
Our tamariki have also been enjoying developing their athletics skills this term. With the amazing 
sunshine, they’ve had   plenty of opportunities to practise. We had a very successful athletics day 
and wish all the best to those students who will be participating in district athletics in the final 
week of term. 
Our whānau connect afternoon was another highlight, with an awesome turnout. It was a great 
opportunity to share updates around curriculum changes, attendance expectations, and             
developments in assessment and reporting. It was also a chance to connect with our wider       
community and enjoy a sausage sizzle together. 
Nic Nicoll is back teaching and is running a maths programme in the afternoons to support and 
accelerate learners as well as running the garden to table programme and helping out with the 
school library. We are also fortunate to have Jan Blackburn, a local literacy advisor, working with 
our students weekly to support literacy development. We value the ongoing support from Joey, 
our liaison RTLB, and Sarah, our SWIS, who both connect with us regularly. 

This term, Rob is teaching one day a week in the Tui class. On this day, students are taking the lead in planning and organising 
their class camp to Hanmer in Term 4. Watch this space—fundraising will be getting underway in Term 2! 
Overall, it has been a busy but very enjoyable term. I would like to sincerely thank our amazing team and board for their   
ongoing support, commitment and mahi. 
We are looking for some extra helping hands to shift the sleepers that were kindly donated by Bathurst. These are very 
heavy, so we’ll need a few strong volunteers to help get them into place over the school holidays. 
If this sounds like you, we would love your support—please get in touch with the school office. 
A reminder that we are always open for new enrolments—come and check us out! Visitors often comment 
on the awesome, positive vibe of our kura, and we would love for you to experience it too! 

Noho ora mai, Nikki Smith, Principal 

mailto:paul@proactiveadmin.co.nz
http://www.proactiveadmin.co.nz
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GRANITY VOLUNTEER 
FIRE BRIGADE 

How to get involved…. 

Joining is easy!  Simply visit 
us at the Granity Fire Station 
on Monday nights at 6pm!  

You can also visit the      
website 

www.fireandemergency.nz/
volunteer to learn more 
about what it takes to be 
part of our team. Step up, 

make a difference, and    
become a  volunteer        

firefighter today.  
 

 

Buller/Kawatiri 

 

Mon-Fri 8am -7pm  
Sat-Sun 9am - 5pm  

WAIMANGAROA TOWN HEART TIDY UP 
(contributed by S. James) 

One recent Tuesday evening saw a group of volunteers 
gather to upgrade the gardens.  It’s looking loved now 
for those passing through or heading home. 

Thanks to the Buller District Council for their grant, 
and the donation of plants from community - in one 
case, 90 Rengarenga lilies.  We undertook the task 
made much easier with so many folks turning up with 
shovels and wheelbarrows. 

The Waimangaroa Fire Brigade provided a sizzling      
sausage tea and their team which the community   
really appreciate for their energy and commitment. 

HEB Construction folk 
along with the locals, 
set too and enjoyed the  
opportunity to meet 
those new to the area 
sharing good will and 
laughter. 

Go the community that 
works together and 

laughs together! 

http://www.fireandemergency.nz/volunteer
http://www.fireandemergency.nz/volunteer
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COMMUNITY 

GROUP  

MEETINGS 

 
MASONIC LODGE  
Meets monthly at the 

Phoenix Lodge  
Masonic Centre  

51 Russel St Westport 

TOREA No. 121:             
2nd Wednesday 7.30pm                     

 
Secretary: Richard Currie 

Ph: 027 284 8536 
lodgetorea121nzc@gmail.com 

  

GRANITY COUNTRY       

PENSIONERS 

Monthly meeting &         

pot-luck tea 1st Saturday 

of every month 5.00pm 

GAMES NIGHT: 7.30pm 

every second Wednesday  
New Members Welcome 

   Phone 782 8197 
  

WAIMANGAROA    
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

 
Meet 1st Thursday         

of the month. Sergeant’s 

Hill Hall 5.30pm 
Everyone welcome.                        

 Phone  
Carol: 027 281 5347 

       Jo: 027 122 3315 
 

WAIMANGAROA     
RESERVE & HALL 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
Monthly Meeting  

1st Sunday of every month 

4pm—Domain Hall 

 
GRANITY 

PLAYGROUP 
 

Wednesdays 10am-12  
Far end of Granity School  

Contact is: 

granityplaygroup@gmail.com  
Proudly supported by             

Bathurst Resources  

 

MILLERTON HALL 

Come up the hill to check out a                      

musical stage show 

THE CANNABIS REVUE 

A historical comedy fiction about the lifestyle 

of rural NZ on the West Coast in the 1980s 

and 1990s 

 

Original script and music written by local 

Marg Jones 

Directed by local T.Race McEwing 

Text your booking to Mary Bell 021 0362288 

Tickets $20 to $50(Sliding scale) 

Friday 27 March & Saturday 28 March 7 pm 

 
 

 

 

Sponsored kindly by Creative Communities Scheme, 

BDC 

 

mailto:granityplaygroup@gmail.com
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The Past Revisited, Memories in Northern Buller 

(by Lynne Maguire) 
 

Recollections of LM  

The Inangahua Earthquake of 1968 was felt far and wide, with widespread          

destruction across the Buller district. In the early 1970s, two teenage boys walked 

into the Mōkihinui Forks and experienced firsthand the effects of the earthquake, 

turning what was expected to be a reasonably easy walk into something more 

challenging.    

LM and JH were fairly experienced trampers for their ages, 15 and 16, respectively. They belonged to a      

tramping group in Christchurch and had come on holiday to Seddonville, where JH’s parents had a Bach. It was 

likely Easter 1972. JH had a gun licence and an old ex-army .303 rifle with open sights. 

The lads set off before daylight, full of energy and eager anticipation of the venison they would bring back in a 

couple of days’ time. The current Old Ghost Road track is like a state highway compared to the one                 

encountered in the early ‘70s. The old logging road at the start of the track was in disrepair. It was very muddy, 

and the logs lying across the track often had wide gaps between them. Walking with a pack weighing just       

under 20kg was hard and slow going.  

The boys heard deer roar and saw fresh sign as they continued walking in. At Welcome Bay, a herd of goats       

distracted them, and they shot several. LM reckons it spoiled their chances of seeing a deer, as they would 

have run off at the first shot. At the old Mōkihinui bridge, they encountered more goats and left that herd 

slightly lower in number.  

There was significant earthquake damage to the track; it was very slow going, with lots of windfall and slips. 

The boys constantly clambered above the slips, often removing their packs to navigate under the fallen trees. 

That day, they made it as far as Specimen Creek and camped under tent flies. (No hut or bridge back then).     

LM recalls light drizzle that night, but he wasn’t fazed by the weather.  

The next morning, the boys arrived at an extensive sandy flat. It’s bush now, but the earthquake had lifted the 

land and drained the lake that had once been there. They counted 56 goats on that flat, but they had had 

enough of goats, and watched them leave up a big slip on the true left of the river. However, there were four 

big billy goats with what, to the boys, were huge handlebar horns. They lay down on their packs and shot one 

at long range. Those horns were lugged all the way back to Seddonville and then transported back to          

Christchurch in the family car. LM says they were very smelly.  

Finally, they arrived at the Forks hut. It was a standard, orange-coloured forestry hut with a food cupboard and 

a large fireplace that made the entire room smoky when lit. The boys stayed two days at the hut. They saw one 

deer, but were unable to shoot it. A highlight of the stay at the hut was a visit from a deer hunter, JG. He was 

staying at Sinclair Creek and had a small plane to cart out the deer that he sold for meat. He asked the boys if 

they could help him by holding the plane while he revved it to get a good take-off. This was conditional on the 

number of deer he had to fly out and the weight of his cargo. He also offered to buy any deer that the boys 

shot. It wasn’t to be, and LM and JH never saw him again. They filled in time eeling caught with goat meat for 

bait and exploring. LM said the water was very clean, and they saw trout up the South Branch, above the Forks.  

All too soon, it was time to walk out. This time, the boys knew what they were in for; they had marked places 

on the track where they needed to divert, but it was still a big mission getting back to Seddonville. They       

managed it in one day, keeping to their schedule and returning to civilisation.  

The Old Forks Hut – Mōkihinui R 
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Sport Tasman is one of 14 charitable regional sports 
trusts that support New Zealanders to be more active 

and healthy.  

Contact:  
Tara Papworth 

021 0839 9077 

tara.p@sporttasman.org.nz 

National helplines 
Need to talk?  

 
Free call or text 1737 any 
time for support from a 

trained counsellor.  

Lifeline  – 0800 543 354 or free text 4357 
(HELP) 

Youthline  – 0800 376 633, or free text  234  

Samaritans – 0800 726 666 

Suicide Crisis Helpline – 0508 828 865  

 Do you have an interest in healthcare 
in Northern Buller? 

 Do you have any concerns about 
healthcare in Northern Buller? 

The Trust is an advocate for community 
health in our region.  Please contact us for 

a membership form.   

northernbullerhealthtrust@gmail.com 
022 464 5232 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help us provide you with the best care, please book appointments in 
advance rather than dropping into the clinic.  Appointments are       
scheduled in 20-minute intervals, and this time is dedicated to you. If you 
have a complex concern, please let our receptionist know so they can 
book a double appointment for you. We also offer telehealth (video) GP 
appointments, supported by our rural nurse specialists. 

Ka Ora Telecare provides after-hours health advice and treatment on 
weeknights (5pm to 8am) and 24/7 on weekends and public holidays. 

  0800 252 672 or visit https://kaora.co.nz/app/ to connect. 

In a life-threatening emergency, always dial 111. 

Appointment availability 

https://1737.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/
https://www.youthline.co.nz/
https://www.samaritans.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/services/suicide-crisis-helpline
https://kaora.co.nz/app/
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Power Board Electrical Ltd. 
 Specials for Heat Pumps 

A wide variety of sizes are available  
We specialise in floor consoles 

 

Free measure & quotes  
call Clive 027 252 6417 

HEAT PUMPS 

Autumn nights in the South Island are perfect for stargazing, with some 
of the clearest skies in the southern hemisphere. Simply chose a clear 
night, wrap up warm, head out the door and look up, to see our     
beautiful night sky.  This picture by Nicki Banks is of the Aurora Australis 
(Southern Lights). 

You can also head further south to the Aoraki Mackenzie Dark Sky  
Reserve, where you can gaze at the Milky Way, constellations, and 

even distant galaxies. For an even more immersive activity, visit Lake 
Tekapo for the renowned “Dark Sky Project”, where you can observe 

the night sky through high-quality telescopes. 
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 COUNCIL ENQUIRIES    

If you have concerns 
about Buller District  

Council  related matters 
feel free to contact your 

Seddon Ward Councillors. 
Rosalie Sampson 

Ph 782 6745 or 027 3567388                                                            

Toni O’Keefe 
Ph 0273 671 315 

You can also lodge a     
service request at         

bullerdc.govt.nz/do-it-
online/request-a-service 
If your request is urgent 
(e.g. excessive noise or 
flooding), please phone 

0800 807 239.  
 

CIVIL DEFENCE 

To contact the Buller     
Emergency Management 
Officer phone 789 7999  

Or follow us on Facebook -
www.facebook.com/

BullerCD/ 

Local Coordinators: 
Ian Mulholland  
Ph 021 771 342 

(Seddonville) 

Tony McNabb 
Ph 021 176 6391 

(Mokihinui) 

Bart Gillman 
Ph 021 025 76634 

(Granity/Ngakawau) 

 Tania Hammond  
Ph 022 612 7353 

(Millerton) 

Geoff Dark 
Ph 021 734 131  

(Hector) 

BOIL WATER 
NOTICE 

Ngakawau-Hector           
Water Society Incorporated 

All consumers on our Water 
Supply are reminded that all  
water intended for drinking 

and food preparation should be 
boiled for at least three 

minutes before use.                           

Contacts for this water supply: 

Dick Marsh - 782 8258 
Hugh Tyler - 782 8500 

Buller District Libraries has branches 
in Westport and Reefton.  
Visit the library website at  
bullerlibraries.nz  
 

For any inquiries please contact the Westport      
Library during business hours on 03 788 8030 or 

email library@bdc.govt.nz  

https://www.facebook.com/BullerCD/
https://www.facebook.com/BullerCD/
mailto:library@bdc.govt.nz
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 Painter    
Qualified, reliable, established local painter 
and decorator with 20+ years experience. 

Interior and exterior, high standard of finish, 
weatherboard houses and ladder work      

specialist, references available on request 

Call Mark on 027 304 4697  

Millerton  
Community Hall 

Available for hire.  
For more info  
contact Tania  
022 612 7353 

 
Mokihinui 

Domain Hall 

Lovely cosy space 
with adjacent 
campground 

kitchen  
For more info  
contact Jane:  
027 274 7223 

 
Ngakawau  

Community  
Centre 

Hall with kitchen,     
supper room. 

Chairs & trestle 
tables for hire. 
Giant Chess set 

Reasonable rates. 
Ph: 782 8276 

 
The  

Lyric Theatre 
Granity 

Email 
events@thelyric.nz  

 
Waimangaroa  
Domain Reserve 

Hall 

For info  
Contact Bev:  

(03) 789 9079 or  
021 032 0311       

Waimanga-
roarrd@gmail.com  

 
Waimangaroa  

Community 
Centre 

Currently closed  
Under long-term 

hire 

HALLS FOR HIRE 

 

 

 

TPP Trades Campus, Coates St  
Westport  

website: www.tpp.ac.nz 
Westport and Greymouth courses available.   

Freephone 0800 800 411 

Trade Qualified Builder 

Local and  Experienced 

All work considered 
Reasonable Rates 

 
Call Dave on 021 1674714  

 

JT ELECTRICAL 
Domestic - RV - Marine 
Switchboard Upgrades 

Solar - Off Grid 
 

Friendly, affordable, reliable 
Call James on 021 328 346 

Main Rd, Waimangaroa 

House Painting | Exterior | Interior | Roof 
Painting  
Gardening/Tree/Hedge Pruning| Rental 
Properties Maintenance  
  
Contact: Terence Amies t.a.painting@outlook.co.nz  

 03 789 6580 |020 4141 0169 

BULLER PLUMBING LTD 

Domestic & Commercial 

Installations 

  Maintenance  

 

Mike Best     Ph. (03) 782 8383 
                  or      Cell 027 482 8383 

Advertising Space Needed? 

This spot could be yours for only            

$10 per month. 

Contact the BBB at the Ngakawau                  

Community Centre for more info:  

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz or 03 7828276 

mailto:Waimangaroarrd@gmail.com
mailto:Waimangaroarrd@gmail.com
mailto:t.a.painting@outlook.co.nz
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This historical pictorial record of 
the first six years of the Buller  
Mining Districts Community     

Centre Society (1947 to 1953) has 
been carefully reproduced and is 

now available for $3.50.  
 

Proceeds to the      
Ngakawau Community Centre 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 

TOREA GALLERY 
NEWS 

 

Torea gallery on the main street 
Where like-mindeds you will meet 
Crafters, philosophers, artists, aspirers and all 
Surely so much better than a mall. 
Soap and seasonings 
Seeds and slippers 
Stones and scarves 
Bracelets and balms 
Baskets and bowls 
Bags and beakers 
Mugs and mobiles 
Towels and t-shirts 
Dolls and dog coats 
Oh, and so much more, at the core 
Of craft, of community, of creativity 
 

NEW EXHIBITION: 
From TARNZ – An eclectic collection of florals and artful  
whimsy…. 
 
APRIL HAPPENINGS – closed Good Friday April 3rd for 
Easter 
Winter hours 11am-3pm start Monday April 20th 
 

 
 
Thanks to all the amazing volunteers 
who keep us open 7 days a week.  

Source  https:// westcoast.recollect.co.nz  

 

 

 
 

THE KEA SPEAKS FROM THE DUNEDIN                 
BOTANICAL GARDENS 

 
I have learnt to walk upside down like a fly 
while my neighbour three cases away cries, Woe O Woe. 
I can sense, though not see, the sky. 
 
I too, like you, have a ceiling of wire to my aspirations, 
while the peach-faced lovebirds huddle together close to 
the earth                                                                                     
and the wekas move like small brown brooms through         
the rushes. 
 
If you were to write a poem about me you would say, Pity 
the kea’s imprisonment.  But it would be yourself you 
pitied                                                                                             
in your own prison, for though you can both sense and        
see the sky      
you have not yet learned to walk upside down like a fly.                                
 

TADPOLE 
 
By frog I have escaped the indrawn teeth of black eel,                
the long room of duck’s mouth.  Were I a man                             
should I not dance, leap, sing, prepare a five-year plan           
or twenty-year or thirty til sun burns through my soul? 
 
But I, being soon frog only, how shall I explain                              
myself to myself, or tell of dead year,                                       
the escape from death in dark birth-circle of water,                     
the blackout into the croaking light of my only plan? 
 

      Janet Frame 

The 2026 General Election will be held 
on Saturday 7 November this year.  A 
general election is when we vote for 
the people and parties who represent 
us in Parliament and form a             
government. To vote in the general 
election, you need to be enrolled.  For 
the 2026 election, you need to be  
enrolled by midnight, Sunday 25 Oct. 
Enrolling isn’t something you do once. 
You need to keep your enrolment up 
to date so you’re ready to vote. Visit 
the website vote.nz/enrolling for 
more info or call 0800 36 76 56 to get 
a form sent to you in the mail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first Buller  representative  rugby team         
defeated Nelson 6-nil on July 30, 1895, at     

Victoria Square in Westport.  
This historic match, often celebrated in local 

rugby history, marked a significant win for the 
newly established Buller Rugby Football Union 

against their Nelson counterparts.  
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YOUR                     
CONTRIBUTIONS  

for the  

MAY 
Edition of the  

Buller Bays        
Bulletin  

must be received 
by the Ngakawau    

Community   
Centre by 

  
Midday Monday 
20th April 2026 

 
Email:  

nbcrc@actrix.co.nz 
Ph 03 7828276 

_________ 

 

THE NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(Resources and Information for residents and visitors to our District) 

The Buller Bays Bulletin – a free        

community newsletter produced 11 

times a year and delivered between 

Seddonville and Waimangaroa.         

The newsletter started being produced 

in 1990 and 36 years later is still           

going strong!  

The Centre has a high 

quality photocopier      

capable of managing a 

variety of printing or   

scanning jobs in colour or 

black & white.  

A4 and A3 sizes 

Card available 

Services include computer 

access, Wi-Fi, laminating, 

envelopes, stamps, CV     

preparation, business cards, 

flyers, posters and typing 

services. This is also a place to 

find information on events 

and other activities that are 

happening in our community. 

Hall bookings can be made 

for sport, events or meetings. 

PICKLEBALL IS BACK! 
Pickleball sessions are back at Ngakawau so now’s 
your chance to have a go at this fun activity that 
combines elements of tennis, badminton, and 

ping-pong! 

Two sessions available: 
1. Adults - Tuesdays 10.30 -11.30am. 

Starts April 14th  
2. Kids - Sundays 1pm - 2pm.  
          Starts April 19th  

 
Equipment provided.    

 
 

 

Tai Chi for Health & Balance 

Low impact, relaxing alongside a brain workout. 

Seated form too if folk have mobility issues. 
First and foremost - fun! 

Ngakawau Community Centre 
With tutor Sylvia 

WEDNESDAYS 10.00am (for a special 
half hour focussed on balance) 
Full Class 10:30am til 11:30am 

$3 entry per person 

(No classes April 8th and 15th) 

TECH SAVVY DROP-INS  
Marie will be here to help you work through 
those pesky device problems you’ve always 

had, but have never been able to fix!   

Next session Thursday April 16th 10am til 2pm.             

PRINTING/SCANNING 
THE BBB (OUR COMMUNITY 

NEWSLETTER) 
OTHER SERVICES 

WHAT’S ON AT THE NGAKAWAU COMMUNITY CENTRE 

WHERE: Ngakawau Community Centre Hall 

WHEN:  Every Friday from 5pm 

COST: Free 

 
For more info or to register: debby@perc.nz 

 

Find your calm.  Build your strength. Move at your pace. 

Proudly supported by Buller District Council through the Resilience to Organised 
Crime in Communities Fund  

WHERE: Ngakawau Community Centre Hall 

WHEN:  THURSDAYS (no bookings required) 

- 9AM - First class of the day          
- 10AM – one for the parents with young 
children and bubs.*  

*no childminding available; children will remain the responsibility of the parent  

COST: Free  

Email - theothaclanger@hotmail.co.nz  Phone – 0277127506     

Proudly supported by Buller District Council through the Resilience to Organised 
Crime in Communities Fund  

Matwork Pilates with Deb B 

Friendly Community Yoga class  

mailto:debby@perc.nz

